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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS :

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, June 19, 2007, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:18 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, with Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.  

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present:  Gulley (arrived at 6:20 P.M.), Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg (arrived at 6:35 P.M.), Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent:  None.

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION: 
BILL CARTER

PROCLAMATION: 
SOUTH SIDE MISSION

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting and Executive Sessions held on June 12, 2007, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(07-341)
NOTICE of LAWSUIT Filed by THOMAS NIEMEYER Regarding the Impoundment of his Vehicle, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer Back to the Legal Department.
(07-342)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Recommending Awarding the CONTRACT for PLASTERING the PUBLIC SPACES of CITY HALL and Accept the LOW BID of HEIN CONSTRUCTION CO., INC., in the Amount of $53,708.00.
(07-343)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Recommending Awarding the CONTRACT for REHABILITATION of the HVAC and TEMPERATURE CONTROL SYSTEM at CENTRAL FIRE STATION, ADMINISTRATION and Accepting the LOW BID of STANDARD HEATING AND COOLING, INC., in the Amount of $91,410.00.
(07-344)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting the Following:
A.
AUTHORIZATION to RELEASE an EASEMENT Granted by the Owner of Property Commonly Known as 603 E. FRYE, from Frye Street to the Alley;
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B.
AUTHORIZATION to CONVEY THREE-FOOT STRIPS Between Republic and the Alley to the Owners of 608 E. REPUBLIC;

C.
ADOPTION of ORDINANCE NO. 16,148 VACATING a PORTION of the ALLEY Between REPUBLIC and FRYE Between Wisconsin and Peoria Streets;

D.
AUTHORIZATION to CONVEY SIX-FOOT WALKWAY Between 601 and 605 E. REPUBLIC to the Owner of 605 E. REPUBLIC;

E.
AUTHORIZATION for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents;

F.
AUTHORIZATION for Staff to REMOVE the CONCRETE WALKWAY Between 601 and 605 E. REPUBLIC and Between 603 and 611 E. FRYE, and RESOD the DISTURBED AREAS.

(07-345)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Recommending Approval of an AGREEMENT Between the City of Peoria and HDJ PARTNERSHIP Authorizing the CONVEYANCE of LOTS 219 and 220 of EL VISTA SUBDIVISION, Except the Portion Used for a Cul-De-Sac at the End of Finnell Avenue, to HDJ PARTNERSHIP, and Authorize the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
(07-346)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Recommending Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,149 Ascertaining the PREVAILING RATE OF WAGES for LABORERS, WORKMEN, and MECHANICS Employed on Public Works in the City of Peoria.
(07-347)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS B-1 (Restaurant, 25% Food) LIQUOR LICENSE for 3410 W. WILLOW KNOLLS, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to Approve.
(07-348)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  **
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a SUBCLASS 1A (2:00 a.m. Closing) to be Added to the CLASS B (Restaurant, Full-Service Bar) LIQUOR LICENSE at 3821 N. STERLING, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to Approve.
(07-349)
APPOINTMENT by Mayor Jim Ardis to the PEORIA CIVIC CENTER AUTHORITY, with Recommendation to Concur:
Council Member Robert Manning (Non-Voting) - Term Expires 7/1/2008

(07-350)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 
  ***
Regarding NOTICE That a Majority of the Joint Review Board (JRB) Members Approved a Resolution Agreeing that the WAREHOUSE DISTRICT TIF REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA Satisfied the Eligibility Criteria for a "CONSERVATION AREA," with Recommendation to Receive and File.
(07-351)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 
  ****
Regarding NOTICE That a Majority of the Joint Review Board (JRB) Members Approved a Resolution Agreeing that the EAGLE VIEW TIF REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA Satisfied the Eligibility Criteria for a "CONSERVATION AREA" and a VACANT "BLIGHTED AREA," with Recommendation to Receive and File.
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Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion. 
Council Member Jacob requested that Item Nos. 07-347 and 07-348 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  
Council Member Nichting requested that Item No. 07-350 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion. 
Council Member Gulley requested that Item No. 07-351 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  
Council Member Spain moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.
Item Nos. 07-341 through 07-351(excluding Item Nos. 07-347, 07-348, 07-350, and 

07-351, which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None.
(07-347)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS B-1 (Restaurant, 25% Food) LIQUOR LICENSE for 3410 W. WILLOW KNOLLS, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to Approve.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Spain moved to approve the application for a Class B-1 (Restaurant, 25% Food) Liquor License for 3410 W. Willow Knolls; seconded by Council Member Montelongo. 
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
(07-348)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  **
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a SUBCLASS 1A (2:00 a.m. Closing) to be Added to the CLASS B (Restaurant, Full-Service Bar) LIQUOR LICENSE at 3821 N. STERLING, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to Approve.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Spain moved to approve the application for a Subclass 1A (2:00 a.m. Closing) to be added to the Class B (Restaurant, Full-Service Bar) Liquor License at 3821 N. Sterling; seconded by Council Member Montelongo. 

28145                                 CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                JUNE 19, 2007      

Motion moved to approve the application for a Subclass 1A (2:00 a.m. Closing) to be added to the Class B (Restaurant, Full-Service Bar) Liquor License at 3821 N. Sterling was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 9;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
(07-350)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 
  ***
Regarding NOTICE That a Majority of the Joint Review Board (JRB) Members Approved a Resolution Agreeing that the WAREHOUSE DISTRICT TIF REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA Satisfied the Eligibility Criteria for a "CONSERVATION AREA," with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Council Member Nichting said he would be abstaining from voting on this item due to his ownership of property in the Warehouse District TIF.
Council Member Spain moved to receive and file the notice that a majority of the Joint Review Board (JRB) members approved a Resolution agreeing that the Warehouse District TIF Redevelopment Project Area satisfied the eligibility criteria for a “Conservation Area”; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.

Approved by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Nichting - 1.
(07-351)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller 
  ****
Regarding NOTICE That a Majority of the Joint Review Board (JRB) Members Approved a Resolution Agreeing that the EAGLE VIEW TIF REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA Satisfied the Eligibility Criteria for a "CONSERVATION AREA" and a VACANT "BLIGHTED AREA," with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Council Member Gulley said he would be abstaining from voting on this item due to his ownership of property in the Eagle View TIF.

Council Member Spain moved to receive and file the notice that a majority of the Joint Review Board (JRB) members approved a Resolution agreeing that the Eagle View TIF Redevelopment Project Area satisfied the eligibility criteria for a “Conservation Area” and a vacant “Blighted Area”; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.

Approved by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;
Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Gulley - 1.

(07-352)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Authorization for the CONVEYANCE of the EDGEWATER BUILDING Located at 414 S.W. WATER STREET (PIN #18-09-410-002), Plus Fifteen Feet to the Water Street Side and Five Feet to the Southwest Side of the Edgewater Building to IRON FRONT, L.L.C. for the Price of $140,000.00, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
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Council Member Gulley moved to authorize the conveyance of the Edgewater Building located at 414 S.W. Water Street (PIN #18-09-410-002), plus fifteen feet to the Water Street Side and five feet to the Southwest side of the Edgewater Building to Iron Front, L.L.C. for the price of $140,000.00, and to authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
nfinished Bus-Adjourn

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(07-125)
Communication from the City Manager Requesting Authorization to ISSUE a REQUEST for PROPOSAL for PRIVATE VENDORS to PROVIDE FLEET MAINTENANCE and REPAIR of the City of Peoria’s Vehicle and Equipment Fleet, as Outlined.  (New Communication)  
Clerk’s Note: 
MOTION ON THE FLOOR:  Not to Issue Any Requests for Proposals for Private Vendors to Provide Fleet Maintenance and Repair of the City’s Vehicle and Equipment Fleet.

Council Member Jacob moved for a substitute motion to authorize the issuance of a Request for Proposal for private vendors to provide fleet maintenance and repair of the City of Peoria’s vehicle and equipment fleet, as outlined; seconded by Council Member Gulley.

Council Member Spears moved for a substitute motion to Table this item; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Council Member Spears explained there would be some turn-over in the Public Works Department and privatizing fleet maintenance and repair would take a great deal of management time.  He said he did not feel this was the right time to privatize fleet maintenance and repair.  
Council Member Van Auken encouraged the Administration to look for cost effective ways to run each department, but she felt there may be more appropriate areas to focus on than this area.

Motion to Table this item was DEFEATED by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 3;

Nays:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner – 7.   

Council Member Spears said he would not support the substitute motion to move toward hiring a private vendor.  He stated there would not be the management efficiencies in the Public Works Department to operate in this manner. He added, even if the bids came in low, the City would not be able to control costs.  He said, if there was a snow storm, a private vendor would assist the City last, due to a low bid price.  He said he felt it was important for the fleet maintenance and repair to remain in-house until at least the Public Works Department was restructured.

Council Member Sandberg arrived at 6:35 P.M.
Council Member Van Auken expressed concern regarding the substitute motion because she said she felt it would be a mistake to risk problems with the service currently provided by the City.
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City Manager Randy Oliver explained the proposal provided for retaining the services of a fleet manager and one person to monitor the contract.  He said those personnel costs would need to be added back in when the costs were evaluated.
Council Member Nichting said the Council was not making the final decision to outsource at this time. He said going out for proposals would provide an opportunity for current City employees to measure their performance against the private sector.  
Council Member Turner said he felt the Council owed it to the citizens to review all options.
Council Member Montelongo said he felt there was an obligation to find a resolution to this item, which was why he would be supporting the substitute motion.  He said employees’ lives were on hold regarding this issue and he felt the Council owed them a decision.  
Substitute motion to authorize the issuance of a Request for Proposal for private vendors to provide fleet maintenance and repair of the City of Peoria’s vehicle and equipment fleet, as outlined, was approved by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Turner,

Mayor Ardis – 9;
Nays:
Spears, Van Auken - 2.

(07-236) 
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management with Request to Concur with the Recommendation from the Historic Preservation Commission to Adopt an ORDINANCE Designating the Following Nine Structures at 2218 N. PROSPECT ROAD, Commonly Known as GLEN OAK PARK, as LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS: FOOT BRIDGE, OLD SETTLERS MONUMENT, GLEN OAK PAVILION, MONKEY HOUSE, SMALL PAVILION ON PROSPECT, PERGOLA ON LOWER ENTRANCE from PERRY AVENUE, STONE PIER/CANNON AREA on the LAGOON, INGERSOLL STATUE, and TWO TRIEBEL LION STATUES in Front of the Zoo.

Citizen Sara Partridge distributed a copy of a letter she wrote to Mike Bailey of the Peoria Journal Star, an article about Oscar F. Dubuis, and a letter from Mary Clark to Mr. Tim Cassidy regarding Glen Oak Park.
Council Member Manning moved to Table this item; seconded by Council Member Spears.

Motion to Table was approved by roll call vote.
Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;
Nays:
None.

(07-317) 
REQUESTS for CONSIDERATION of the Following:

A.
Communication from Mayor Jim Ardis with Request to Provide More Focus and Maximize Resources for the Implementation of the Heart of Peoria Plan Concepts by Adopting the Following:

1.
ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 15,571 Pertaining to the HEART OF PEORIA COMMISSION Changing the STATUS of the HEART OF PEORIA COMMISSION;
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2.
ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTER 23 of the Code of the City of Peoria Pertaining to EXPANSION of the PLANNING COMMISSION by FOUR POSITIONS; and

3.
TRANSFER and APPOINTMENT of HEART OF PEORIA COMMISSIONERS to EXISTING PLANNING and/or REGULATORY COMMISSIONS, with Recommendation to Concur:

Beth Akeson (Voting): Planning Commission - Term 6/6/2007 - 6/30/2008

Joe Richey (Voting): Planning Commission - Term 6/6/2007 - 6/30/2009

Dick Schwebel (Voting): Planning Commission - Term 6/6/2007 - 6/30/2008

Christopher Summers (Voting): Planning Commission - Term 6/6/07 - 6/30/2009

Nancy Biggins (Voting): Zoning Board of Appeals - Term 6/6/2007 - 6/30/2010

Patrick Sullivan (Voting): Traffic Commission - Term 6/6/2007 - 6/30/2009

Bill Washkuhn: Commission Assignment to be Determined.

OR

B.
Communication from Director of Planning and Growth Management with Recommendation from the Heart of Peoria Commission to MAINTAIN the COMMISSION'S STATUS Based on the HEART OF PEORIA COMMISSION'S MISSION STATEMENT, VISION, and CORE VALUES and the CONDITION that the Commission Develop a Work Plan by July 30, 2007, to Complete the Work with the Planning and Growth Management Department to Achieve those Goals.

Council Member Van Auken moved to defer these items until the July 24, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting so the Commission could review other options; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Council Member Sandberg said he would not support the motion because he was opposed to additional delays.  He expressed concern that the proposed new appointees to the Planning Commission would not be involved in the Comprehensive Plan process for another month.
Council Member Van Auken said the proposed new appointees to the Planning Commission would be able to attend the Planning Commission meetings as they wished.

Motion to defer these items until the July 24, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting so the Commission could review other options was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Sandberg – 1.
(07-320)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Direction from the City Council Regarding the PREPARATION of PLANS and SPECIFICATIONS for the IMPROVEMENT of GRISWOLD STREET from GRINNELL STREET to STARR STREET Since Project Funding is Not Contained in the Approved Five-Year Capital Improvement Program, with REPORT BACK.
Council Member Gulley moved to direct the Administration to move forward with the improvement of Griswold Street from Grinnell Street to Starr Street and receive and file the report back; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
28149                                 CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                                JUNE 19, 2007      

Council Member Manning questioned if there were any options available for future funding of this project.  He questioned if funding would be taken from other projects or if funds would be dedicated for this project in future budgets.
Council Member Gulley said the original plan was to fund this project through the CIP. He said other entities had invested in the surrounding area and he felt the City needed to make a commitment for infrastructure. He stressed the need for new sidewalks to help revitalize this area. 
Mayor Ardis stated this request was not the traditional manner in which funds were budgeted for capital improvement projects.  He requested to know which projects would be delayed if the Griswold improvement project was moved ahead.
Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle explained, as the program was completed in the fall, the Public Works Department would attempt to get this improvement project contract ready by the end of the year.  He said the report back indicated that the Teton Drive Sidewalk Improvement, Queens Court Sidewalk Improvement, and revisions to the existing plans for the improvements to Water Street, from Hamilton Boulevard to Washington Street, would be affected. He said those projects would possibly be delayed.

Council Member Jacob pointed out the Griswold Project had been in the CIP budget in 2001 and 2002, and he questioned how a project was removed from the CIP budget.  
City Manager Randy Oliver explained there was approximately $730,000 of the $1.25 million currently needed for the project so the shortfall in 2003 was approximately $500,000.  He said, in 2003, Council adjusted the budget for the project to $180,000 and there was CDBG funding so there was $430,000 currently in the budget for the Griswold project. He said changes to the CIP budget could only be made by the City Council. In further discussion, City Manager Oliver pointed out that the Griswold Project was not currently in the CIP budget.
Following further discussion regarding the normal budgetary process and budget priorities, Council Member Gulley moved for a substitute motion to Table this item; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.
Substitute motion to Table this item was approved by roll call vote. 
Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner,

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;
Nays:
None.

NEW BUSINESS
COMMENTS Regarding the SUCCESS of the STEAMBOAT CLASSIC and STEAMBOAT DAYS

Council Member Jacob said there were many great events throughout the City of Peoria last weekend and he congratulated everyone on the success of the Steamboat Classic 34th Annual Run, which drew so many international runners, and on the success of Steamboat Days.  He said he heard many comments from people regarding how much they enjoyed the hospitality of the people of Peoria and that there were so many events to attend.  
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(07-353)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.
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Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.
Ms. Lorraine Carter, a Peoria resident, thanked the Mayor, several Council Members and City employees for their concern regarding her recent illness.  She urged the City to enforce the current litter Ordinances, which had become a problem in the City.  She expressed concern that the First District Solutions Committee was no longer meeting.  She requested that the committee members be notified if the committee was going to be dissolved.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was determined that an Executive Session was not needed.
ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Van Auken moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Spears.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 7:10 P. M.  
_________________________________

Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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