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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS :

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, April 3, 2007, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:15 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, with Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.  

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present:  Grayeb, Gulley (arrived at 6:35 P.M.), Jacob, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears (arrived at 6:20 P.M.), Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;  Absent: Manning - 1.    

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection and requested that everyone keep Council Member Grayeb’s older sister, who was presently undergoing surgery, in their thoughts and prayers.  Mayor Ardis then lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION:
CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH - APRIL 2007

PROCLAMATION:
PARKINSON'S DISEASE AWARENESS MONTH - APRIL 2007

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Executive Sessions held on February 27, March 6, March 20, March 27, 2007, and Regular City Council Meeting held on March 27, 2007, as printed, with a correction on page 28010 that should reflect the minutes being approved as March 20, 2007, rather than March 13, 2007; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 10:
Nays:
None.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:

(07-181) NOTICE OF LAWSUIT on Behalf of MECHELLE J. JOHNSON, FELICIA N. 

HOLCOMB, BRANDIS N. YOUNGER, KIMBERLY A. LEWIS, and JAKHARI M. WEBSTER Regarding a VEHICLE ACCIDENT Involving Police Officer David Buchanan and a City of Peoria Vehicle on April 1, 2006, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
(07-182)
NOTICE OF LAWSUIT on Behalf of JEFFREY R. GASICK Alleging his 14th Amendment Rights of Due Process were Violated, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
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(07-183)
NOTICE OF LAWSUIT on Behalf of ANNESTRA TAYLOR-DOYLE Alleging She was Falsely Arrested and Detained, Deprived of Custody of her Daughters, and Deprived of Due Process on March 2, 2006, with Recommendation to Receive and File and Refer to the Legal Department.
(07-184)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Approval of RESOLUTION NO. 07-184 Regarding the RELEASE of EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES.
(07-185)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,099 Amending the CITY OF PEORIA BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the PURCHASE of FOUR REPLACEMENT MARKED POLICE VEHICLES.
(07-186)
Communication from the City Manager and Chief of Police Requesting Approval of the PURCHASE of FOUR REPLACEMENT MARKED POLICE VEHICLES from MILES CHEVROLET, in the Total Amount of $132,236.00, through the State of Illinois Bid System.
(07-187)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 16,100 Providing for the IMPROVEMENT of ST. MARY'S ROAD, from Wilshire Drive to Teton Drive.
(07-188)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTERS 
1, 2, 3, 15, 18 AND 20 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to an INCREASE in FINES, as Outlined.
(07-189)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  **
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE at EXPO GARDENS for the PEORIA JAYCEES on FRIDAY and SATURDAY, APRIL 20 and 21, 2007.
(07-190)
APPOINTMENT by Mayor Jim Ardis to the ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS, with Recommendation to Concur:

Nathan K. Wagner (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2007

(07-191)
PEORIA PUBLIC LIBRARY FINANCIAL and STATISTICAL REPORT – 

FEBRUARY 28, 2007.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion. 

Council Member Jacob requested that Item No. 07-189 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  

Council Member Nichting requested that Item No. 07-188 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Turner.
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Item Nos. 07-181 through 07-191 (excluding Item No. 07-188 and 07-189, which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Jacob, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 9:

Nays:
None.
(07-188)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending CHAPTERS 

1, 3, 13, 15, 18 and 20 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to an INCREASE in FINES, as Outlined.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Nichting moved to separate the amendments to Chapters 1, 3 and 20 regarding Alcoholic Beverages from the other amendments to Chapters 1, 13, 15, 18 and 20; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Motion to separate the amendments to Chapters 1, 3 and 20 regarding Alcoholic Beverages was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 8:
Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
Council Member Gulley arrived at 6:35 P.M.

Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance amending Chapters 1, 3 and 20 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to Alcoholic Beverages and Increasing Fines; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Council Member Turner pointed out the proposed increases were for Ordinance violations only and would not affect the fine structure when establishments came before the Liquor Commission for hearings.
Discussion was held regarding the rationale behind proposing fee increases and it was stated that raising revenue was not the key issue.  It was determined that the City’s costs for employee expenses in the enforcement of the Ordinances had increased and would continue to increase.

In discussion with Council Member Sandberg regarding fines collected for each category,     Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said the revenue that came from the Circuit Clerk to the City was in a lump sum for all fines so it was difficult to determine how much had been paid for each  offense.  He said the number of tickets written was provided by the County, but the Circuit Clerk’s office did not keep separate offense records.  He said he would follow up with the Circuit Clerk to determine if anything could be done to improve the accounting system for these offenses.

Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,101 amending Chapters 1, 3 and 20 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to Alcoholic Beverages and Increasing Fines was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 8:
Nays:
Gulley - 1;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
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Council Member Nichting moved to adopt an Ordinance Amending Chapters 1, 13, 15, 18 and 20 of the Code of the City of Peoria Relating to an Increase in Fines, as Outlined; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
ORDINANCE NO. 16,102 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 10:
Nays:
None.
(07-189)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  **
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE at EXPO GARDENS for the PEORIA JAYCEES on FRIDAY and SATURDAY, APRIL 20 and 21, 2007.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the application for a Class “H” (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor License at Expo Gardens for the Peoria Jaycees on Friday and Saturday, 

April 20 and 21, 2007; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Turner, 
Mayor Ardis – 9:
Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
(07-192)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Requesting to REPROGRAM $50,000.00 in CDBG FUNDS from the FLORA-ELLIS NEIGHBORHOOD PROJECT to the 2007 SIDEWALK PROGRAM; and to REPROGRAM $50,000.00 in CORPORATE FUNDS from the 2007 Sidewalk Program to the WESTERN AVENUE GREENWAY PROJECT.
Council Member Van Auken said these Federal Block Grant monies had a timeline and these funds had been held for approximately two and one-half years.  She said Assistant Director of Planning and Growth Management Ross Black had contacted her to determine if the neighborhood had a project where this money could be used.  She said, after discussing this with the neighborhood representative, it was determined that the Flora-Ellis neighborhood area did not have a project for the funding.  She said she requested that the Planning Department find a way to recycle the money to take advantage of an opportunity for an acquisition on Western Avenue to continue with the Greenway Project.  She added she and Assistant Director Black would be meeting with the Flora-Ellis neighborhood area to begin working on an eligible project for that area to obtain more Block Grant money.  She confirmed that the Flora-Ellis neighborhood area had not lost their funding.

Council Member Van Auken moved to reprogram $50,000.00 in CDBG funds from the Flora-Ellis Neighborhood Project to the 2007 Sidewalk Program; and to reprogram $50,000.00 in Corporate Funds from the 2007 Sidewalk Program to the Western Avenue Greenway Project;

Seconded by Council Member Turner.
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In discussion with Council Member Jacob regarding when the funds would be expended, Assistant Director Black explained $50,000 in CDBG funds that were allocated in 2002 would be moved into the City’s Sidewalk Program and would be expended this year.  He said funds would be moved to the Western Avenue Greenway Project and would be expended also in 2007.
Council Member Gulley he expressed concern regarding the transfer of funds.  He said the Western Greenway Project was rated in the CIP process similarly to other projects, and he questioned if the rating was higher than other projects and should be funded by corporate funds.  He said the CIP process was used to determine which projects should be funded and in which order.
Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes explained it was not unusual to make sure CDBG funds were used in a timely manner.  She said often District Council Members would review projects in their areas and would request to swap funds for projects of a greater need.  She said Assistant Director Black wanted to ensure the fact that CDBG funds were not lost and he worked with the District Council Member to determine where the funds could be invested for something that was timely.  
Council Member Gulley explained there was an Urban Park Grant for $50,000 for planting trees and flowers that needed to be expended as soon as possible to build a park.  He said he felt this would be a better use of the funding and the other $50,000 in corporate funds could be used for other projects.  He questioned if this was possible.

City Manager Oliver said their intent was to try and keep the funding within the same Council District. 

Mayor Ardis said he felt City Manager Oliver made an important point, but he said the Council may want to discuss this practice in a future Policy Session regarding how reprogrammed funding should be handled.

Council Member Gulley said he had an immediate problem regarding the park in the First District.  He said there was money available for the MacArthur Greenway, but additional corporate money could be used for the project as well. 

Director Landes said she would be willing to work with Council Member Gulley to determine how his project could be funded.

Council Member Sandberg expressed concern regarding the $50,000, which was an Urban Park Grant, that was in jeopardy of being lost.  He requested a report back regarding which City Department was responsible for monitoring the park grant and whether or not those funds could be used to properly the fund the greenway project.

Following a further explanation by Council Member Van Auken regarding the need to move forward with the funding as quickly as possible because temporary money had been obtained in order to close on the property and needed to be repaid, Council Member Gulley stated he would support the motion in the spirit of cooperation.  

Motion to reprogram $50,000.00 in CDBG funds from the Flora-Ellis Neighborhood Project to the 2007 Sidewalk Program; and to reprogram $50,000.00 in Corporate Funds from the 2007 Sidewalk Program to the Western Avenue Greenway Project was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 10:
Nays:
None.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS
It was determined there was no Unfinished Business.
NEW BUSINESS

COMMENTS Regarding the MUNICIPAL CLERKS OF ILLINOIS CONFERENCE Held at the PERE MARQUETTE HOTEL
City Clerk Mary Haynes stated almost 100 Municipal Clerks of Illinois attended a conference in Peoria at the Pere Marquette Hotel over a three-day period last week.  She said the Clerks reported to her that Peoria was a beautiful City and they wanted to thank the Mayor and City Council, the Police Benevolent, Firefighters Local #50, and the Park District for their support in various ways.  She said the Clerks indicated they loved the Pere Marquette Hotel’s  accommodations and conference rooms.  She said the Clerks were in Peoria in 1998 and this was their first time back since then.  She said she appreciated all the assistance in bringing the Clerks from all over the State to Peoria.

ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding the PEORIA PARK DISTRICT’S HISRA PROGRAM for DISABLED CHILDREN and Their SWIM TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENT
City Clerk Mary Haynes commended President Tim Cassidy and the Park Board, and Executive Director Bonnie Noble and her Staff for the HISRA Program for children with disabilities. She said the children participated in a Special Olympics Preliminary Event in Champaign-Urbana and the whole team would be progressing to the State level in June.   
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
(07-193)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.

Mr. Roger Sparks, a Peoria resident and a Member of the Mayor’s Advisory Commission for the Disabled, expressed concern regarding the lack of proper curbs and sidewalks so disabled citizens could maneuver their wheelchairs in the downtown area as well as other areas of the City. He said that telephone poles and fire hydrants were located at the middle of a corner sidewalk making it difficult for disabled persons to use the curb cuts provided for wheelchair users. He requested that the City provide more efficient infrastructure to provide easier accessibility for those who used wheelchairs.

Ms. Peg Pendle, a Peoria resident, expressed concern regarding citizens and other people visiting the City of Peoria who were mentally handicapped or were victims of head injuries.  She explained that mentally handicapped persons were sometimes those persons who did not always follow parking or other traffic rules.  She cautioned the Council that some fines could be perceived as being punishment to those who were disabled. She urged the Council to find a solution to this problem.

Mr. Savino Sierra, a Peoria resident, said if the City would be increasing the number of tickets being written, he encouraged the City to vigorously enforce all violations.  He expressed concern regarding the safety of pedestrians walking City streets and he stated that tickets should be written to everyone who violated handicapped parking regulations.
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Ms. Laura Fultz, a Peoria resident, said she had been a life-long City of Peoria resident, but she would be moving to Galesburg.  She individually thanked the Mayor and City Council Members and members of the City Staff who had assisted her and responded to her requests over the years.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

(07-194)    
Requesting for Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into 

EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(21) Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06.

Council Member Van Auken moved for the Council to go into Executive Session to Discuss 2(c)(21) Discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 10:
Nays:
None.
ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Turner moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 7:22 P. M.  

______________________________
Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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