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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, June 27, 2006, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:20 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding. 
ROLL CALL
Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent – None.
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
ANNOUNCEMENT from the LITTER COMMITTEE Regarding ADOPT-A-BLOCK 
Mayor Ardis said the Litter Committee had been meeting for several months and the Committee was appealing to all citizens to adopt one block in their neighborhoods near their homes or businesses.  He said the Committee was encouraging everyone to scour these areas once a week or on any regular basis and pick up human generated litter.  He said citizens could contact PeoriaCares at City Hall regarding this litter initiative.  He thanked the members of the Litter Committee for their commitment to their goal of having every major artery in the City adopted by September 12, 2006. 

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.

PROCLAMATION:
DUNLAP HIGH SCHOOL AND PEORIA NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL 



STERLING MERIT AWARD WINNERS
PROCLAMATION: 
MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF ARBORICULTURE TEAM 
- ROGER TROXELL
PROCLAMATION: 
THE CENTER FOR PREVENTION OF ABUSE: ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS 



MONTH - JULY 2006
MINUTES
Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on June 20, 2006, and the Executive Sessions held on June 13 and 20, 2006, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
WELCOME OF LOCAL DIGNITARIES

Mayor Ardis welcomed former Council Member Bruce Brown and former Council Member and ICC Trustee James Polk who were present in the audience. 
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PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA
(06-351) PRESENTATION by the PUBLIC BUILDING COMMISSION OF PEORIA Regarding 

the FUNCTION and FUNDING PROCESS of the COMMISSION.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Mr. Jim Thorton.  

Mr. Jim Thorton, Executive Secretary for the Public Building Commission of Peoria, distributed a memo explaining the function of Public Building Commissions and a Public Building Commission/School District 150 Proposed Schedule of Events for K – 8 School to all members of the Council.  He also explained some background information on the make up of the Commission and the seven Commission Members. He explained that public entities would make a formal application to the Building Commission and the commission took it under advisement to make sure the request was for a legitimate and needed cause.  He added that the public entity making the request had to be a taxing body.  He further discussed the process and he said the Public Building Commission had sold over $110 million in public building bonds for public buildings in the City of Peoria.  
Mr. Thorton said a bill was passed that allowed the Public Building Commission to levy bonds on 5% of the assessed valuation of Peoria, which would equate to $80 million.  He said the Public Building Commission currently owed approximately $20 million for outstanding projects.  He said the Public Building Commission currently had approximately $60 million in bonding power.  
Mr. Thorton discussed recent speculation regarding Senator Shadid’s bill regarding schools and how it related to the Public Building Commission.  He gave a brief history of how school districts were voted out of the Public Building Commission in 1993.  He said there were approximately 11 or 12 Public Building Commissions in the State, mostly located in the larger urban areas.  He said Senator Shadid’s bill would probably become a law on July 6, 2006.  He said, at the present time, the Public Building Commission took no position on the bill, and no one had discussed the issue of building a school with the Public Building Commission. 
Council Member Nichting pointed out that, if a school district chose to build a new school and to seek funding from the Public Building Commission, only taxpayers within that particular school district would be paying for the construction through the bonding process. He questioned how regional centers were funded and how, or if, all the taxing bodies contributed their fair share.
Mr. Thorton said all taxing bodies contributed their fair share, but the Public Building Commission could not go outside the City limits to build anything.  
In further discussion with Council Member Nichting, Mr. Thorton confirmed that any taxing, levying authority could utilize funds from the Public Building Commission and those taxing, levying bodies could levy beyond their statutory limits. He added this would be a separate line item on the tax bills.

In discussion with Council Member Morris regarding whether or not the City of Peoria would find it desirable to use the function of the Public Building Commission for any of the City’s projects, City Manager Randy Oliver explained, because the City was Home Rule and had an S&P rating of double A, it was more economical for the City to be the direct holder, since it was more secure debt than it would be through a lease arrangement.
In further discussion with Council Member Morris regarding other current projects that the Public Building Commission would be assisting with in the City of Peoria, Mr. Thorton said the Public Building Commission had finally, since 1993, built the bonding power back up to the $60 million and there was no current pending requests for funding.  
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In discussion with Council Member Sandberg regarding the Board’s priorities, Mr. Thorton explained when the Public Building Commission was established in 1958, the City was not Home Rule, so the Commission was established on population.  He said the City had the most population so the City was designated to have four representatives of the seven.

Council Member Sandberg questioned how decisions were made by the Board and how the City’s goals and priorities could be communicated to the Public Building Commission members so those priorities could be considered when the Public Building Commission made their funding decisions.

Mr. Thorton explained appointees to the Public Building Commission should not be politically tied to any entity and the Public Building Commission should not become a political entity. He said, when funding requests came before the Board, the members were charged with the task of determining if projects were viable and would be the best use of the Public Building Commission’s funding. He added that the Commission would be open to listening to the City’s position on any particular project.
Council Member Manning pointed out that, in absence of retirement of other debt by District #150, they would have to raise taxes in order to repay additional debt to the Public Building Commission, if funding was requested for a new school.  
Mr. Thorton said District #150 had indicated they would not raise taxes because of payment of bonds and they would probably approach it with zero bonds. In further discussion, Mr. Thorton said Public Building Commission funding could be used as a match for State construction grants. He added there was no funding for school construction in the current State budget.

In discussion with Council Member Manning regarding the length of time it would take a project to proceed through the 27 steps listed on the Public Building Commission/School District 150 proposed Schedule of Events that was distributed to the Council, Mr. Thorton said it would take approximately nine months before bonds could be sold. In discussion he indicated it would not be a good idea to begin construction of a project prior to having the funding in place. 
Council Member Manning pointed out that Item #6 on the list that was distributed regarded approval of site designation by the City.

Council Member Grayeb moved to receive and file the presentation by the Public Building Commission of Peoria regarding the function and funding process of the Commission; seconded by Council Member Manning
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(06-352)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the LOW BID of C&G CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION, in the Amount of $149,255.50, for SINR CONTRACT #30 for SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT on WARREN and SHELLEY STREETS from LINCOLN to GARDEN STREETS.
(06-353)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the LOW BID of DOOR SYSTEMS, INC. for the ANNUAL OVERHEAD DOOR MAINTENANCE CONTRACT for the Estimated Annual Inspection Cost of $1,404.00 Plus the Fixed Hourly Rates for Repair Work as Requested in the Estimated Amount of $15,000.00.
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(06-354)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth 
  *
Management Recommending Approval of a Request from PCCEO for an EXTENSION of the 2005 PCCEO HOME IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM Until SEPTEMBER 30, 2006.
(06-355)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth 
  **
Management Requesting Approval of the WEED AND SEED BUDGET ADJUSTMENT for the PEORIA HOUSING AUTHORITY SURVEILLANCE CAMERA and JOINT JURISDICTIONAL PATROL INITIATIVE; and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute a CONTRACT with DM MATTSON, INC., in an Amount Not to Exceed $24,219.00 in Weed and Seed Funds, for the PURCHASE and INSTALLATION of TWO (2) VIDEO SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS in HARRISON HOMES.
(06-356)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the FINAL CONTRACT ADJUSTMENT, in the Amount of $14,895.43, to OTTO BAUM for UNFORESEEN ADDITIONAL MASONRY REPAIRS for FIRE STATIONS #3 and #4.
(06-357)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Human Resources Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT Negotiated with IBEW LOCAL #51 Covering the PERIOD from 12/01/05 Through 11/30/08.
(06-358)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development 
  ***
Requesting Approval of a MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING with LYNETTE LEE (DBA WORLD ON WHEELS) PERMITTING the OPERATION of a BICYCLE RENTAL BUSINESS from CITY-OWNED LAND at the Peoria Riverfront, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
(06-359)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of an AGREEMENT with IDOT for the IMPROVEMENT of ALLEN ROAD from PARK DRIVE to NORTH OF PIONEER PARKWAY and JURISDICTIONAL TRANSFER of this Portion of ALLEN ROAD; Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,966 Providing for the TRANSFER of a PORTION of ALLEN ROAD (from Approximately 255 Feet South of Park Drive to the Intersection of Pioneer Parkway) from the STATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM to the MUNICIPAL STREET SYSTEM; and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Sign the Necessary Documents.
(06-360)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development 
  ****
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Granting PERMISSION and AUTHORITY to ADR-CR PEORIA LLC., OWNER of the CHASE BANK BUILDING at 124 S. W. ADAMS STREET, to CONSTRUCT AN OVERHEAD BRIDGE in a PORTION OF THE ALLEY Located in BLOCK #32.
(06-361)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Adoption of ORDINANCE NO. 15,967 Amending the City of Peoria Budget for Fiscal Year 2006 Relating to LIBRARY GRANTS, GIFTS, AND MEMORIALS and THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION'S REIMBURSEMENT for WESTERN AVENUE AND LINCOLN AVENUE OFF-STREET PUBLIC PARKING.
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(06-362)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting 
  *****
Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE at EXPO GARDENS for CRUSADERS FOR KIDS, INC. on Friday, July 21, and Saturday, July 22, 2006.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Turner requested that Item No. 06-358 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob requested that Item No. 06-362 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Manning requested that Item Nos. 06-354 and 06-355 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Nichting requested that Item No. 06-360 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
Item Nos. 06-352 through 06-362 (excluding Item Nos. 06-354, 06-355, 06-358, 06-360 and 06-362, which were removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-354)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth 
  *
Management Recommending Approval of a Request from PCCEO for an EXTENSION of the 2005 PCCEO HOME IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM Until SEPTEMBER 30, 2006.
In discussion with Council Member Manning regarding the number of homes that had been rehabbed, Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes reported that PCCEO rehabbed fourteen homes in 2004 in the amount of $210,000.  She said PCCEO’s contract in 2005 was for $237,000, and five homes were almost finished, with six more homes pending.  She said this program always had more applications than PCCEO could possibly take care of.  She said the PCCEO organization was again funded in 2006 with $210,000.  She said PCCEO had a good track record for rehabbing homes and they had the skill and experience to operate in a cost efficient manner.  
Council Member Manning moved to approve the request from PCCEO for an extension of the 2005 PCCEO Home Improvement Program until September 30, 2006; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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(06-355)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth 
  **
Management Requesting Approval of the WEED AND SEED BUDGET ADJUSTMENT for the PEORIA HOUSING AUTHORITY SURVEILLANCE CAMERA and JOINT JURISDICTIONAL PATROL INITIATIVE; and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute a CONTRACT with DM MATTSON, INC., in an Amount Not to Exceed $24,219.00 in Weed and Seed Funds, for the PURCHASE and INSTALLATION of TWO (2) VIDEO SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS in HARRISON HOMES.
Council Member Manning confirmed that the cameras needed to be purchased in the next three days and this was the reason they were not being included in the larger purchase.

Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes explained there was a certain advantage to partnering with the Peoria Housing Authority on this purchase; and if this purchase was not approved, the remaining Weed and Seed funding would have to be returned because the grant expired on 

June 30, 2006.  She said this would wrap up the remaining Weed and Seed money that the City of Peoria had after funding this purchase and the other programs.

Council Gulley expressed concern that Weed and Seed money was still being used for weeding at the end of the program, when he felt that at the end of the program, the money should be used for seeding. 

Council Member Manning moved to approve the Weed and Seed Budget adjustment for the Peoria Housing Authority Surveillance Camera and Joint Jurisdictional Patrol Initiative and authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with DM Mattson, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $24,219.00 in Weed and Seed funds, for the purchase and installation of two video surveillance cameras in Harrison Homes; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-358)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development 
  ***
Requesting Approval of a MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING with LYNETTE LEE (DBA WORLD ON WHEELS) PERMITTING the OPERATION of a BICYCLE RENTAL BUSINESS from CITY-OWNED LAND at the Peoria Riverfront, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
Council Member Turner thanked Ms. Lee for taking an interest in the Riverfront.  He said he hoped this was a catalyst for many other small businesses to come to the Riverfront.
Council Member Turner moved to approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Lynette Lee (dba World on Wheels) permitting the operation of a Bicycle Rental Business from City-owned land at the Peoria Riverfront, and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents; seconded by Council Member Gulley.

In discussion with Council Member Sandberg regarding inspections and who would be assigned to make sure the site was maintained as listed in Item #7 of the agreement, City Manager Randy Oliver explained the applicant originally wanted to construct a structure to house some bicycles, and they were still working on those details.  He said there would be no detailed inspections of the bicycles by the City.  
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Council Member Sandberg said he felt Item #7 of the agreement should be deleted.
City Manager Oliver said he felt Item #7 should remain in the agreement because the City needed to retain the ability to force the person to take action to make sure the area was property maintained and cleaned.  

Council Member Sandberg said he would like Item #8 of the agreement to be amended to state that “No equipment, materials or supplies may be left overnight without prior written permission of the City. The area must be clean at all times.”
Council Member Turner, the maker of the motion, said he would accept the friendly amendment to the motion.

Motion to approve a Memorandum of Understanding with Lynette Lee (dba World on Wheels) permitting the operation of a Bicycle Rental Business from City-owned land at the Peoria Riverfront, and that Item #8 be amended to read, “No equipment, materials or supplies may be left overnight without prior written permission of the City. The area must be clean at all times.”, 

and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-360)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development 
  ****
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Granting PERMISSION and AUTHORITY to ADR-CR PEORIA LLC., OWNER of the CHASE BANK BUILDING Located at 124 S. W. ADAMS STREET, to CONSTRUCT AN OVERHEAD BRIDGE in a PORTION OF THE ALLEY Located in BLOCK #32.
Director of Economic Development Craig Hullinger distributed a replacement communication and Ordinance to all members of the City Council.
Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the replacement Ordinance granting permission and authority to ADR-CR Peoria LLC., owner of the Chase Bank Building located at 124 S. W. Adams Street, to construct an overhead bridge in a portion of the alley located in Block #32; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
ORDINANCE NO. 15,968 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-362)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting 
  *****
Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE at EXPO GARDENS for CRUSADERS FOR KIDS, INC. on Friday, July 21, and Saturday, July 22, 2006.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve an Application for a Class “H” (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor License at Expo Gardens for Crusaders for Kids, Inc. on Friday, July 21, and Saturday, July 22, 2006; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.
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Motion to approve an Application for a Class “H” (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor License at Expo Gardens for Crusaders for Kids, Inc. on Friday, July 21, and Saturday, July 22, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Jacob - 1.
(06-363)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of an ADDENDUM AGREEMENT to Agreement No. 02-641 with IDOT for the CONSTRUCTION of REPLACEMENT PARKING at the CORNER of WESTERN AVENUE and LINCOLN AVENUE, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Sign the Necessary Document. (Refer to Item No. 06-319)
Council Member Sandberg said he would be abstaining from the vote due to professional work he performed for construction on this corner.   

Council Member Gulley moved to approve an Addendum Agreement to Agreement No. 02-641 with 

IDOT for the construction of replacement parking at the corner of Western Avenue and Lincoln

Avenue, and authorize the City Manager to sign the necessary document; seconded by Council 
Member Grayeb.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention:  Sandberg - 1.
(06-364)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Authorization to Enter into an OPTION AGREEMENT with CULLINAN MEDICAL I, LLC, for the PURCHASE of CITY-OWNED PROPERTY (Bordered by Hightower, R. B. Garrett and Richard Pryor Way), in the Amount of $1,065,303.00, and Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Execute the Necessary Documents.
Director of Economic Development Craig Hullinger distributed a replacement communication and an amended Option Agreement to all members of the City Council.

Council Member Gulley moved to enter into the amended Option Agreement with Cullinan Medical I, LLC, for the purchase of City-owned property (bordered by Hightower, R.B. Garrett and Richard Pryor Way), in the amount of $1,065,303.00, and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Council Member Gulley pointed out that this agreement would cover the entire six acres of the property, not just four acres as had been previously discussed.  He said this action would allow the Administration to move forward.  He said a Certificate of Need would need to be applied for so approval of the agreement would be the beginning of the process.  
Council Member Van Auken said she felt this would have been an ideal project for Renaissance Park, and she expressed her concern that the project details were not worked out for that area.  She thanked the Administrators of OSF St. Francis and Methodist Medical Center for their cooperation and communication.  She said the City would be benefited by the two major hospitals working together in bringing this project to the City of Peoria.
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Council Member Sandberg expressed concern that this land was being sold for $4.00 a square foot.  He said the proposed parcel was originally assessed at the value of $5.00 a square foot approximately seven years ago.  He said he would not be voting in support of the motion.

Motion to enter into the amended Option Agreement with Cullinan Medical I, LLC, for the purchase of City-owned property (bordered by Hightower, R.B. Garrett and Richard Pryor Way), in the amount of $1,065,303.00, and authorize the City Manager to execute the necessary documents was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, 
Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(05-639)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and Growth Management Recommending Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 13,455 an EXISTING SPECIAL USE in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for a SHOPPING CENTER with Site Modifications and an Additional LEASE BUILDING for the Property Located at 5001 N. BIG HOLLOW ROAD, with Conditions.

Council Member Spears moved to adopt an Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 13,455, an existing Special Use in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for a Shopping Center with site modifications and an additional lease building for the property located at 5001 N. Big Hollow Road, as amended to allow the right-out only exit from Barnes & Noble to Big Hollow Road as shown on Attachment “A” subject to conditions 1 through 6 and table the other conditions; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Council Member Spears said it was the responsibility of the store owners and the developer not to allow semi-trailers to be parked on the lot. He said he also felt that the store owners should encourage proper traffic flow and safety on the property.  

Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,969 amending Ordinance No. 13,455, an existing Special Use in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District for a Shopping Center with site modifications and an additional lease building for the property located at 5001 N. Big Hollow Road, as amended to allow the right-out only exit from Barnes & Noble to Big Hollow Road as shown on Attachment “A” subject to conditions 1 through 6 and table the other conditions, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(06-286)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Regarding the PEORIA PARK DISTRICT 2006 ANNUAL WORK PROGRAM and BUDGET, and GATEWAY REVENUE and EXPENSE REPORTS, with SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION, with REQUEST TO DEFER UNTIL THE JULY 11, 2006, REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING.

Council Member Grayeb moved to defer this item until the July 11, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Motion to defer this item until July 11, 2006, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.           
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(06-348)
REPORT of the COUNCIL AD HOC COMMITTEE ON COMMISSIONS, with Possible Action on SECTION V. A. (Pages 3 – 6) as Follows: 1) Consider Meeting Times, Including Evening Schedule; 2) Elimination of Council Members as Voting or Non-Voting Members and Allowing the Mayor to Appoint Council Members Without Council Concurrence; 3) Establishing Attendance/Dismissal Policy; 4) Providing that Commissioners Serve Until a Replacement is Named; 5) Submission of Annual Work Plans and Requesting Council Approval on Certain Commission Activities; 6) Increasing Communication and Knowledge Between Commissions Through Summits, Standardized Minutes and an Annual Guide; and 7) Including a Category on Council Communications for Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.

Council Member Van Auken distributed a copy of a Schedule regarding Recommendations from the City Council Ad Hoc Committee on Commissions to all members of the City Council.  Council Member Van Auken gave a brief overview of the schedule.

After explaining the rationale of the Commission as listed in the Commission Report, Council Member Van Auken moved to approve A.1. to encourage each commission to consider an evening schedule, re-evaluate their own meeting times pertaining to their individual constituency and public involvement, consider the ability of different groups to serve on commissions and work out staffing arrangements; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
Council Member Van Auken referred to A.2. and she said the current practice was that the Mayor, as a courtesy asked Council Members what their interests were in certain commissions, but he did not get the concurrence of the Council, so this was not a change.  She said Council Member appointments were between the Mayor and the individual Council Members, and did not need the concurrence of the Council. She said this would not change the Mayor’s appointments with Council concurrence of the Commission members.  
Following a full explanation of the rationale, Council Member Van Auken moved to approve A.2. to eliminate the current practice of Council Members serving as voting or non-voting members of any standing City Commission and allow the Mayor to appoint, without Council concurrence, Council Members as liaisons to commissions; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Council Member Turner expressed concern regarding the proposed change.  He said Council Members should be active in Commissions so they were able to understand and speak on behalf of certain issues.  He said by not having active and involved Council liaisons, the Council would begin to distance themselves from the people on the commissions. He said would not support the motion.
Council Member Gulley said he would not be voting in favor of the motion.  He said he did agree with making the Council Members non-voting on commissions. 
Council Member Sandberg said the Council Members were free to be actively engaged with any commission, they would just not be officially appointed to a certain commission.  He pointed out that each Council Member received a copy of all commission agendas and minutes so they were aware of when commissions held their meetings.  He said the intent of this recommendation was to allow Council Members the ability, without being officially appointed, of attending commissions in their areas of interests for any particular length of time.  
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Mayor Ardis said he felt this change would encourage commissions to request more involvement from Council Members.  
Council Member Turner said he felt that Council Members gained depth and breadth of knowledge when they attended commission meetings on any particular topic.  He said Council Members could bring that knowledge to Council Meetings and inform the other Council Members about a topic.  He expressed concern that the Council would lose something in their ability to communicate with citizens on some of these issues, if the motion was approved.

Council Member Morris said he was opposed to the suggestion that liaisons should be eliminated.  

Council Member Jacob said he felt that the role of advocate for a commission was an important role.  He said he felt it was a positive that Council Members had scheduled meetings to attend. He said he had been impressed by the grass roots involvement in this community that was handled through the commissions.  He said he would not want to send any kind of a chilling message to commission members that they would be disempowered or that any type of communication would be pulled away from them that had been effective in the past.  He said he would not support the motion regarding this issue.

Council Member Grayeb said he felt that commission members appreciated having a Council liaison on their commission to use as their sounding board on political issues.  He said he felt a Council liaison was the eyes and ears of the Council and they were a valuable asset to a commission.  He indicated he could not support the motion.  
Motion to approve A.2. to eliminate the current practice of Council Members serving as voting or non-voting members of any standing City Commission and allow the Mayor to appoint, without Council concurrence, Council Members as liaisons to commissions, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 7;

Nays:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Turner - 4.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve A.3. to establish a consistent attendance/dismissal policy in the City Code that any Commissioner missing more than 1/3 of the regularly scheduled Commission meetings would automatically be dismissed; seconded by Council Member Morris.

In discussion with Council Member Gulley, Council Member Van Auken explained there would be no excused absences.  
Motion to approve A.3. to establish a consistent attendance/dismissal policy in the City Code that any Commissioner missing more than 1/3 of the regularly scheduled Commission meetings would automatically be dismissed was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve A.4. to codify the current practice that Commissioners whose terms have expired would continue to serve as a commissioner until an appointment or reappointment was made; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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Council Member Van Auken moved to approve A.5. to add the following requirements to facilitate better alignment of Commission activities with the goals of the Council. A) Commissions will submit an annual work plan (with the exception of those activities that are responsive to applications for regulatory processing) prior to the Council’s budget discussions and/or in compliance with the schedule for the Capital Improvement Program (anticipated to be July 1); B) Commissions must have Council approval of any of the following activities that were not included in their approved annual work plan: i) Establishing any standing sub-unit; ii) Entering into contracts and inter-governmental agreements unless those contracts and agreements are authorized by the commission’s enabling ordinance; and iii) Issuing an RFP or RFQ; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve A.6. to increase the communication and knowledge between Commissions by: a.) Hosting an annual Commission Summit; b.) Requiring standardized minutes as reflected by the City Clerk’s minutes for Council meetings, and; c.) Supporting the budget for a comprehensive annual guide for Commissioners, including the work plans of the various commissions; seconded by Council Member Morris. 
Discussion was held regarding each commission providing the Council with an Executive Summary on action items and work plans.  It was pointed out that each commission would be providing minutes of their meetings and creating an Executive Summary would be additional work for the commissions.  
Council Member Sandberg suggested that the motion be amended to include that commissions provide quarterly Executive Summaries on work plans.  

Council Member Van Auken agreed to amend her motion to include the friendly amendment.

Following further discussion, Council Member Van Auken moved for a substitute motion to remand A.6. back to Staff to determine the amount of Staff time that would needed to compile quarterly or semi-annually Executive Summaries on work plans in addition to minutes and to determine the most efficient manner in which to accomplish this; seconded by Council Member Gulley. 

Motion to remand A.6. back to Staff to determine the amount of Staff time that would needed to compile quarterly or semi-annually Executive Summaries on work plans in addition to minutes and to determine the most efficient manner in which to accomplish this was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve A.7. to change the format of the Council memo document to include a category for compliance with the City of Peoria Comprehensive Plan and encourage the Council to consider the Comprehensive Plan when making decisions; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Council Member Turner said he felt the Comprehensive Plan was a guideline for the Council, but if this motion was approved, he felt the Council would have to adhere to the Comprehensive Plan and there would be no flexibility for new development. 

Council Member Gulley said he agreed and he felt it would be difficult to implement.  
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Director of Planning and Growth Management Pat Landes said it was the responsibility of the District Council Member to articulate which projects would fit in their district.  She said it would be the Council’s decision how to balance development issues.  

Several Council Members voiced their concern that measuring every project against the Comprehensive Plan would deter development. Some Council Members felt this was beyond the scope of the Commission and what they had been asked to do.

Council Member Morris suggested a change in wording of the motion from the word “compliance” to “relationship to.”

Council Member Van Auken agreed to the friendly amendment.

Motion, as amended, to approve A.7. to change the format of the Council memo document to include a category in relationship to the City of Peoria’s Comprehensive Plan and encourage the Council to consider the Comprehensive Plan when making decisions was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Manning, Morris, Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 6;

Nays:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Nichting, Turner - 5.
NEW BUSINESS

ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding the CELEBRATION of the RENOVATION of COLUMBIA PARK

Council Member Van Auken announced that the Peoria Municipal Band would assist in celebrating the renovation of Columbia Park on June 28, 2006, at 7:00 P.M. located at the corner of McClure and North Streets.  She invited the public to attend. She added that this announcement corrected information that had been previously announced.
COMMENTS Regarding the CIVIC CENTER’S TOPPING OUT CEREMONY
Council Member Grayeb said the Civic Center’s Topping Out Ceremony was a success and many public officials as well as citizens turned out to sign their names on the last beam of the Civic Center structure before the final beam was hoisted into place.

COMMENTS Regarding the DEVELOPMENT of the SOUTHERN GATEWAY
Council Member Jacob said it was vitality important for the Council to look at the revitalization of the Southern Gateway in a comprehensive fashion.  He said there was a unique opportunity as the economics were being discussed to engage all parties and stakeholders in the area.  He said the City needed to work with the Park District, the Peoria Housing Authority, the Sanitary District, School District #150, and commercial stakeholders to produce plans that strengthened neighborhoods and the community.  He said all these entities needed to provide input to the Council so the decisions would be made to benefit everyone involved.  He thanked the Mayor for his leadership in the past of bringing these bodies together. 

ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding a COMBINED NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING for the BOURNEDALE, OAK CLIFF AND LYNDALE ROAD ASSOCIATIONS and NEIGHBORS on JULY 6, 2006
City Clerk Mary Haynes announced that a combined neighborhood meeting for the Bournedale, Oak Cliff and Lyndale Road Associations and neighbors would be held on Thursday, July 6, 2006, at 6:30 P.M. at the First Baptist Church Chapel at 411 Lake Avenue.  She said that Council Member Manning and Police Chief Steve Settingsgaard would be the guest speakers.  She invited the neighbors in Knollcrest to attend also to discuss neighborhood issues.
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ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding FOURTH OF JULY
Council Member Morris reminded everyone that the Council Meeting for July 4th would be cancelled and he wished everyone a safe holiday.

Mayor Ardis invited the public to attend the Fourth of July Fireworks Celebration on the Riverfront on Tuesday night.

CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-365)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES. 
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.

Ms. Levetta Ricca, President of Olde Towne South Neighborhood Association, discussed the success of the Western Avenue Clean Up.  She thanked everyone involved for their hard work and donations of food and drinks.  She said the Litter Committee was working hard to make Peoria a litter-free city, and she presented the Mayor with a T-shirt.  She added that Advanced Medical Transport presented her with a new riding lawn mower for the maintenance of Western Avenue.

Council Member Gulley commended the efforts of the organizers and he said this was a good example of neighborhoods working together.

Mr. George Wise, Member of the Mayor’s Advisory Council for the Disabled, expressed concern regarding the proposal of the Ad Hoc Commission to combine the MACD with the Commission on Fair Employment and Housing.  He said he felt the MACD was unique in their duties and that the needs of the disabled would be better addressed by keeping the commissions separate.  He discussed the accomplishments made by the MACD over the past years which included parking issues, curb cuts in the middle of blocks, City-link issues, and many others.  

Mr. James Polk, former Council Member, expressed his interest in the item on the Agenda that regarded the sale of the last piece of property in Southtown.  He provided some personal comments and said he felt it was important that he attend this meeting when that action was taken by the Council.  He further discussed the role of Council Members and their responsibilities of attending commission meetings.  He said he felt that each citizen had six Council Members to address their concerns.  He explained that each citizen had a District Council Member as well as five At-Large Council Members who they could contact with their concerns.  

Ms. Rose Sullivan, a City resident, thanked the Council Members for addressing neighborhood concerns in her neighborhood.  She said she also appreciated the assistance from the Police Department.

Mr. Roger Greer, a Morton resident and owner of Roly Poly at 315 Main Street, expressed concern regarding competition with the sidewalk food vendors for his business.  He said he felt that the City allowed violations of their Ordinances in this regard and he expressed concern regarding a person who was arrested in front of his establishment on Main Street.  

Mayor Ardis requested that Mr. Greer meet with Assistant City Manager Craig Whitehead following this meeting to discuss his concerns further.

City Manager Randy Oliver offered an explanation of the arrest of the person in front of this establishment on Main Street, which was due to a warrant.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

It was determined that an Executive Session was not needed.
ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Nichting moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Grayeb.

Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 9:50 P.M.  









_________________________________
Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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