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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS:

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, March 21, 2006, a Regular City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:20 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.

 Meeting

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members present: Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent: None.     
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection, and then he led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

(06-142)
RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL GUEST BRADLEY UNIVERSITY ATHLETIC DIRECTOR KEN KAVANAGH Regarding BRADLEY BRAVES BEING ONE OF THE SWEET SIXTEEN TEAMS PLAYING IN THE NCAA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENTS IN OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA, and DECLARATION OF BRADLEY BRAVES WEEK.  

Mayor Ardis introduced Bradley University Athletic Director Ken Kavanagh and Mayor Ardis stated that the Bradley Braves Basketball Team was one of the Sweet Sixteen teams playing in the NCAA Basketball Tournament Finals in Oakland, California.  Mr. Kavanagh said this was the first time in fifty years for the Bradley Braves to play in this prestigious tournament.

Mayor Ardis congratulated Director Kavanagh and he said that the Bradley Braves would be playing Memphis on Thursday evening in Oakland, and he issued a friendly challenge to the Mayor of Memphis to see which City could raise the most funds to benefit St. Jude Children’s Hospital. Mayor Ardis said St. Jude Children’s Hospital would be the winner no matter which City raised the most funds.  He said he participated every year in the St. Jude Run from Peoria to Memphis, but this would be an opportunity to raise additional funds for a very worthy cause.  He urged citizens to send their checks made payable to the St. Jude Midwest Affiliate and mail them to City Hall, 419 Fulton Street, Room 207, Peoria, IL  61602.    
Council Member Nichting moved to declare this week and every week until the Bradley Braves returned home to Peoria as “Bradley Braves Week;” seconded by Council Member Turner.  
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the minutes of the Joint City Council and Town Board Meeting held on March 14, 2006, and the Executive Sessions held on March 7th and 14th,  2006, as printed; seconded by Council Member  
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
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PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(06-100)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding ANNEXATION of Property Located NORTH of SADDLEBROOK COURT, and SOUTH of GRANGE HALL ROAD, Along the WEST SIDE of TRIGGER ROAD.

Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the annexation of property located North of Saddlebrook Court, and South of Grange Hall Road, along the West Side of Trigger Road; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Motion to open the Public Hearing regarding the annexation of property located North of 

Saddlebrook Court, and South of Grange Hall Road, along the West Side of Trigger Road as approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

Mayor Ardis opened the Public Hearing for public comment at 6:30 P.M. 

Following a third call for public comment, and after Mayor Ardis determined no one wished to address the Council regarding this issue at this time, Council Member Nichting moved to close the Public Hearing; seconded by Council Member Turner.

Motion to close the Public Hearing was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:32 P.M.

CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(06-143)
TAG DAY REQUEST from VFW PETER W. SOMMER POST NO. 814 to Hold Their ANNUAL BUDDY POPPY SALE on Friday and Saturday, May 5 and 6, 2006.  (Dates are Open.)
(06-144)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the LOW BID of ILLINOIS CIVIL CONTRACTORS, INC. and AWARD the CONTRACT, in the Amount of $35,201.86 for EAST FAIROAKS AVENUE SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT for the SAFER NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS SIDEWALK PROGRAM.

(06-145)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the LOW BID of OTTO BAUM COMPANY, INC. and AWARD the CONTRACT, in the Amount of $48,655.00, for ALLEN ROAD BOX CULVERT EXTENSION (at Allen Road and Benton Court).
(06-146)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of the LOW BID of RAIL CITY CONSTRUCTION, in the Amount of $178,810.21, for SINR CONTRACT #29 for SIDEWALK REPLACEMENT on HURLBURT and SMITH STREETS, from MacARTHUR to WESTERN AVENUE.
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(06-147)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
  *
Requesting to AWARD MULTIPLE CONTRACTS, in the Total Amount of $297,142.00, for INSTALLATION and REPLACEMENT of EMERGENCY GENERATORS at the MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING, CENTRAL FIRE STATION, PAWS and PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS and MAINTENANCE CENTER.
(06-148)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  **
Development Requesting Approval of a SOLE SOURCE CONTRACT with CONVERSE MARKETING, as Recommended by the Renaissance Park Commission, in an Amount Not to Exceed $18,000.00, to Continue Various Marketing Initiatives in 2006 for the Renaissance Park Commission.
(06-149)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Authorization for the SETTLEMENT of a CLAIM from KIMBERLY STUFF Arising from a TRAFFIC ACCIDENT on May 18, 2005, at the INTERSECTION of EMBERT and CALIFORNIA STREETS, in the Amount of $12,500.00.
(06-150)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  ***
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 11,740, an EXISTING SPECIAL USE in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District in a CONTROLLED THOROUGHFARE OVERLAY DISTRICT for an EXISTING SHOPPING CENTER and a NEW CAR WASH for Property Located at the 3100 BLOCK of STERLING AVENUE, with Conditions.
(06-151)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  ****
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE REDUCING the 100-FOOT SETBACK from CENTERLINE Along STERLING AVENUE for Property Located at the 3100 BLOCK of STERLING AVENUE to 50 FEET.
(06-152)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *****
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor License at a BRADLEY UNIVERSITY FUNDRAISER for ST. JUDE at SHEA STADIUM on SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2006.
(06-153)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *****
Requesting Approval of the ADDITION of a SUBCLASS 1A (2:00 A.M. 
  *
Closing) LIQUOR LICENSE to a CLASS "A" (Tavern), SUBCLASS 2 (Live Entertainment) LIQUOR LICENSE at 4700 N. UNIVERSITY (Unit 10) in the METRO CENTER.
(06-154)
REPORT from CITY TREASURER REGINALD A. WILLIS for the MONTH of JANUARY, 2006, with Request to Receive and File.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wanted any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion.

Council Member Gulley requested that Item No. 06-148 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.
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Council Member Grayeb requested that Item Nos. 06-150 and 06-151 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Nichting requested that Item No. 06-147 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob requested that Item Nos. 06-152 and 06-153 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Manning moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Van Auken. 

Item Nos. 06-143 through 06-154 (excluding Item Nos. 06-147, 06-148, 06-150, 06-151, 06-152, and 06-153, which were removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-147)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works 
  *
Requesting to AWARD MULTIPLE CONTRACTS, in the Total Amount of $297,142.00, for INSTALLATION and REPLACEMENT of EMERGENCY GENERATORS at the MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING, CENTRAL FIRE STATION, PAWS and PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS and MAINTENANCE CENTER.
Council Member Nichting said he had several questions regarding this matter, and he moved to defer this item for one week until the March 28, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Council Member Sandberg requested a report back regarding the age and number of hours that each generator had been used.

Motion to defer this item until the March 28, 2006, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-148)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  **
Development Requesting Approval of a SOLE SOURCE CONTRACT with CONVERSE MARKETING, as Recommended by the Renaissance Park Commission, in an Amount Not to Exceed $18,000.00, to Continue Various Marketing Initiatives in 2006 for the Renaissance Park Commission.
Council Member Gulley expressed concern regarding the foot print, marketing strategy and scope of work being discussed with the City Council at this meeting.  He said he felt discussion had been held at an earlier meeting that the scope would be expanded to include other areas of the City.  He said, when he read through the documents, he did not find this information and he wanted to know if those areas were included in the scope of work.

Council Member Van Auken said the Renaissance Park Commission would be willing to listen to Council Member Gulley’s suggestions.  She indicated this discussion had been held at a past Commission Meeting and it was unfortunate that Council Member Gulley had a conflict and was unable to attend.
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Council Member Gulley said he could not support this issue as presented.

Council Member Van Auken discussed some details of the proposed contract with Converse Marketing, and she said it would be expensive to recreate the work that Converse had already completed.  She said she felt the Council should move forward with the proposed contract.  She said she felt that Commission discussion should be held to determine if areas, which were not physically located within the boundaries of the Renaissance Park, should be included.  

Council Member Van Auken moved to approve the sole source contract with Converse Marketing, as recommended by the Renaissance Park Commission, in an amount not to exceed $18,000.00 to continue various marketing initiatives in 2006 for the Renaissance Park Commission; seconded by Council Member Morris.   
Council Member Morris said he felt marketing of Renaissance Park should begin as soon as possible.  He said, in his opinion, the focus was on the District, at this point, rather than the boundaries.  
Council Member Sandberg said he felt Council Member Gulley was requesting that the marketing strategy to be tweaked to recognize all the assets in the City, such as the Technology Center and other assets, that were located within one-half mile of the actual boundaries of Renaissance Park.  
Council Member Gulley agreed with Council Member Sandberg’s statement.
City Manager Randy Oliver said the suggestion made by Council Member Sandberg and Council Member Gulley was not currently in the proposed contract.  He said, if the contract needed to be changed, he requested that the Council clearly delineate the changes at this meeting so there would be a clear understanding of what was to be included in the scope of the proposed contract.

Council Member Van Auken said this would not be the final piece of marketing on Renaissance Park, and she requested a clarification regarding any proposed changes.

Council Member Jacob expressed concern that there were too many directions being taken with this plan without a comprehensive approach.  He said he agreed that it was important for Renaissance Park not to lose momentum, but at the same time, the City needed to be effective with their limited tax dollars.

Mayor Ardis said he felt it was important to move forward with the marketing strategy soon.
City Manager Randy Oliver said Council Member Gulley had just requested privately that the medical related businesses from Kumpf Boulevard to Gwynn Avenue to MacArthur Highway be included.  He said, if it was the desire of the Council to include this additional language, then  the amendment needed to be added to the motion for clarity.  
Council Member Van Auken said she would accept the additional language, but she felt that the Marketing Committee of the Renaissance Park Commission had already spent many hours on the comprehensive strategy.  She moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Renaissance Park Commission Chairman Karla Dennhardt and anyone else from the Commission who wished to address this issue; seconded by Council Member Morris.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Ms. Karla Dennhardt.

Ms. Karla Dennhardt, Chairman of the Renaissance Park Commission, explained that these materials were ready to go to print and it would take considerable time to make adjustments. 
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Council Member Van Auken said she would not accept the additional language in the motion, and she would leave the motion as originally stated.

Council Member Nichting questioned what concept would be marketed.

Ms. Jane Converse, President of Converse Marketing, said there were multiple targets that would be marketed.  She said it was their desire to attract people outside the community to join the medical-technical plan for this area.  She said a major thrust of the marketing was to provide the support materials for the quality of life and community support pieces for attracting businesses to the community.          
Ms. Dennhardt discussed new interest that had recently been shown in the neighborhoods and in business opportunities on Main Street.
Motion to approve the sole source contract with Converse Marketing, as recommended by the Renaissance Park Commission, in an amount not to exceed $18,000.00 to continue various marketing initiatives in 2006 for the Renaissance Park Commission was 

approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Gulley, Jacob, Sandberg - 3.

(06-150)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  ***
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending Ordinance No. 11,740, an EXISTING SPECIAL USE in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District in a CONTROLLED THOROUGHFARE OVERLAY DISTRICT for an EXISTING SHOPPING CENTER and a NEW CAR WASH for Property Located at the 3100 BLOCK of STERLING AVENUE, with Conditions.
Council Member Grayeb expressed concern that this item was listed on the Consent Agenda, because he said he had been contacted by a number of people who were concerned about the proposed project.  He requested information regarding what type of supervision would be provided for the operation.  He indicated he was concerned about neighborhood noise.
Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Attorney Bob Hall.

Mr. Bob Hall, Attorney for the Petitioner, explained the project would include a tunnel car wash that would be automatic and the other car wash bays would be self-serve.  He said an attendant would be on duty during the hours when the tunnel car wash was in operation, but the other self-service bays would be open 24 hours a day without an attendant.  In answer to Council Member Grayeb’s question regarding the color of brick that would be used, Mr. Hall explained there would be no color change.  He stated the change in the design standards would match what was currently there.  He further explained the development would be located to the North of the Taco Bell facility on Sterling Avenue.  
Council Member Grayeb said he felt there would be a lack of supervision at this establishment to deter noise and other problems for the surrounding neighborhoods.

Council Member Spears moved to adopt an Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 11,740, an Existing Special Use in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District in a Controlled Thoroughfare Overlay District for an Existing Shopping Center and a New Car Wash for property located at the 3100 Block of Sterling Avenue, with conditions; seconded by Council Member Turner.
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Council Member Spears said the proposed development would be surrounded mainly by commercial development.  He commended the City Staff for their efforts in assisting with the screening of the project so traffic would not be inhibited by having to maneuver around landscaping in front of the building.

Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 15,902 amending Ordinance No. 11,740, an Existing Special Use in a Class C-2 (Large Scale Commercial) District in a Controlled Thoroughfare Overlay District for an Existing Shopping Center and a New Car Wash for property located at the 3100 Block of Sterling Avenue, with conditions, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Grayeb - 1.
(06-151)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Planning and 
  ****
Growth Management Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE REDUCING the 100-FOOT SETBACK from CENTERLINE Along STERLING AVENUE for Property Located at the 3100 BLOCK of STERLING AVENUE to 50 FEET.
Council Member Spears moved to adopt an Ordinance reducing the 100-Foot Setback from Centerline along Sterling Avenue for property located at the 3100 Block of Sterling Avenue to 50 feet; seconded by Council Member Turner.

ORDINANCE NO. 15,903 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Grayeb - 1.

(06-152)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel

*****
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor License at a BRADLEY UNIVERSITY FUNDRAISER for ST. JUDE at SHEA STADIUM on SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2006.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Manning moved to approve the application for a Class “H” (temporary outdoor) liquor license at a Bradley University Fundraiser for St. Jude at Shea Stadium on Saturday, 
April 8, 2006; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10
Nays:
None.

Abstentions:
Jacob – 1.

(06-153)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  *****
Requesting Approval of the ADDITION of a SUBCLASS 1A (2:00 A.M. 
  *
Closing) LIQUOR LICENSE to a CLASS "A" (Tavern), SUBCLASS 2 (Live Entertainment) LIQUOR LICENSE at 4700 N. UNIVERSITY (Unit 10) in the METRO CENTER.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.
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Council Member Manning moved to approve the addition of a Subclass 1A (2:00 A.M. Closing) 

Liquor License to a Class “A" (tavern), Subclass 2 (Live Entertainment) Liquor License at 
4700 N. University (Unit 10) in the Metro Center; approved by Council Member Van Auken.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10

Nays:
None.

Abstentions:
Jacob – 1.

(06-155)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Approval of a MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING Between the RENAISSANCE PARK COMMISSION AD-HOC EDUCATION COMMITTEE and DISTRICT #150 SCHOOL BOARD in Order to Research and Develop a Project Proposal for a MATH, SCIENCE, and TECHNOLOGY ACADEMY (MSTA) for Renaissance Park.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve a Memorandum of Understanding between the 

Renaissance Park Commission Ad-Hoc Education Committee and District #150 School

Board in order to research and develop a project proposal for a Math, Science, and Technology 

and Academy (MSTA) for Renaissance Park; approved by Council Member Morris.
Council Member Van Auken moved to grant Privilege of the Floor to Dr. Peter Johnson, Ms. Alicia Butler, and Dr. Fisher; seconded by Council Member Morris.
Dr. Peter Johnson discussed improving educational opportunities for the school system within the District.  He said a Subcommittee on Education was formed to review the development of an academy in the District.  He further discussed the formation of the Memorandum of Understanding with School District #150.
Dr. Cindy Fischer, School District #150 Assistant Superintendent, said she looked forward to working with the City of Peoria in this collaboration.  

Ms. Alicia Butler, District #150 School Board President, said this was just one step in moving 
School District #150 forward in the quest to be the best school district in the United States.  She said it was imperative that established neighborhoods be improved and she said she was excited about providing this Academy for District #150 Students.  She said the District #150 School Board passed this agreement unanimously at their meeting on March 20, 2006.
Mayor Ardis commended the District #150 School Board’s efforts and pointed out there were no financial implications for either the City or the School District.  
Council Member Sandberg said in 1958, Interstate I-74 was carved through the City of Peoria and separated neighborhoods. He said the boundaries for the Med-Tech District, now known as Renaissance Park, relied upon the boundary of I-74 and separated communities rather than uniting communities.  He expressed concern regarding the last three words “for Renaissance Park” in the motion.  He said there were other assets, such as Peoria Central High School, that would not be included in this program if the boundary stopped at I-74.  He said projects such as this should not have a hard boundary line so access was not limited to certain areas.  He requested that the last three words “for Renaissance Park” be stricken from the motion.
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Council Member Van Auken agreed to amend the motion and delete the words “for Renaissance Park” from the motion.
Motion to approve a Memorandum of Understanding between the Renaissance Park 

Commission Ad-Hoc Education Committee and District #150 School Board in order to 
research and develop a project proposal for a Math, Science, and Technology 

and Academy (MSTA), as amended, deleting the words “for Renaissance Park” was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-156)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Enter into an OPTION AGREEMENT, in the Amount of $3,750.00, with REAL MEDICAL, LLC, for the PURCHASE of CITY-OWNED PROPERTY (Bordered by Hightower, R. B. Garrett, and Richard Pryor Way), in the Amount of $4.00 per Square Foot for PARCEL #1 (approximately 4.214 Acres) and PARCEL #2 (Approximately 1.9 Acres), or to Such Other Proposer as May Come Forward.
City Manager Randy Oliver said the developers had requested that this item be withdrawn from the Council Agenda. 
No objections were heard and the item was withdrawn.

(06-157)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic Development Requesting Approval of the FACADE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM for the SHERIDAN/LOUCKS DISTRICT, as Outlined.
Council Member Van Auken moved to approve the Façade Improvement Program for the 

Sheridan/Loucks district, as outlined; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Council Member Van Auken said there had been businesses ready to move forward with their improvements and response had been positive.  She introduced the three Bradley Students, Frank DeGeorge, Christopher Bayer, and Pam Katner, who were making this project their Senior Project, and she thanked them for their assistance.  She urged the Council to support the motion.
Council Member Sandberg expressed concern regarding the boundaries that were formed for this project.  He said, while he felt the two parcels on the Southside of McClure should have been included in the boundaries, he would support the motion.

Motion to approve the Façade Improvement Program for the Sheridan/Loucks district, as 

outlined, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.

(06-158)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Requesting Action on the SITE APPLICATION for a CLASS "B" (Restaurant, Full Service Bar) with a SUBCLASS 1A (2:00 A.M. Closing) and SUBCLASS 2 (Live Entertainment) LIQUOR LICENSE  for 5727 N. HUMBOLDT, with Recommendation from the Liquor Commission to DENY.
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Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Manning said a number of neighbors in the area of Humboldt had expressed their concerns regarding the possible negative impact on public safety and welfare that a liquor establishment would have on their neighborhoods.  He said the applicant did not provide information sought by Liquor Commissioners and it was the Commission’s belief that this application was not filed in good faith.
Council Member Manning moved to DENY the site application for a Class “B” (Restaurant, full service bar) with a Subclass 1A (2:00 A.M. Closing) and Subclass 2 (Live Entertainment) Liquor License for 5727 N. Humboldt; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Unfinished Bus-Adjourn

Motion to DENY the Site Application for a Class “B” (Restaurant, full service bar) with a Subclass 1A (2:00 A.M. Closing) and Subclass 2 (Live Entertainment) Liquor License for 5727 N. Humboldt was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 10

Nays:
None.

Abstentions:
Jacob – 1.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

CONGRATULATIONS to COUNCIL MEMBER GARY SANDBERG ON HIS 58TH BIRTHDAY UNDER OLD BUSINESS
Mayor Ardis and Council Member Van Auken presented and read a Proclamation to Council Member Gary Sandberg in celebration of his 58th Birthday.  
NEW BUSINESS
COMMENTS Regarding the PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT and the CLEARING of CITY STREETS Following the MARCH 20 AND 21, 2006, SNOW STORM
Council Member Grayeb commended the Public Works Department for their quick response in clearing the City’s streets following the March 20 and 21, 2006, snow storm.
CONGRATULATIONS TO PEORIA’S RICHWOODS HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL TEAM – SECOND PLACE IN THE IHSA CLASS AA STATE HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Council Member Morris congratulated Richwoods High School on winning Second Place in the IHSA Class AA State Basketball Tournament.

Mayor Ardis said Richwoods High School gave an outstanding performance during the IHSA Class AA State Basketball Tournament. On behalf of the City Council and the Citizens of Peoria, he congratulated Richwoods High School Basketball Team on receiving the second place trophy.  He thanked the Civic Center and all the volunteers for their time and efforts.
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COMMENTS Regarding PRIMARY ELECTION JUDGES and VOLUNTEERS for the ELECTION Held on MARCH 21, 2006
Mayor Ardis commended and thanked all the Election Judges and volunteers who manned the polls in the Primary Election which was held today.  He stated they all provided a valuable service and he urged volunteers to sign up for the November election as well.
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

(06-159)
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 

address the City Council.
Mr. John White, 1309 E. Elmhurst, discussed the use of cell phones, which he felt should be banned while operating a motor vehicle, with the exception of those driving emergency services vehicles.  He discussed the dangerous combination of speed and lack of reflex time, while talking on a cell phone, which could easily cause a serious accident.  He also discussed the possibility of licensing landlords so the City would have more control.  
Mr. Clarence Thomas, 1808 Kettelle, discussed homelessness.  He expressed concern regarding racial discrimination in relation to the homeless.  He said he had been a victim and there was no place to go for him or his family. He said he felt this was an issue that needed to be addressed. He presented a Petition to the City Clerk showing commitment to becoming an advocate for those who were homeless.  
Mayor Ardis asked that Mr. Thomas give his information to Assistant City Manager Craig Whitehead so the Council would know more about Mr. Thomas’ concerns and possible resolutions to these issues.

Mr. Paul Sherwood said he was in the process of forming a non-profit corporation to present a festival in September to benefit homeless programs and river conservation.

Mr. Tom Edwards, 902 W. Moss, spoke against toxic waste and the expansion of the toxic waste landfill on Peoria’s west side. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION

(06-160)
Requesting Approval of a Motion for the City Council to go into EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent.
Council Member Nichting moved for the City Council to go into an Executive Session to discuss2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; seconded by Council Member Manning.
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Motion moved for the City Council to go into an Executive Session to discuss2(c)(1)  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity; and 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Grayeb, Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Morris, Nichting, Sandberg, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis - 11;

Nays:
None.

ADJOURNMENT

Council Member Van Auken moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Approved by viva voce vote.

The Council Meeting adjourned at 8:09 P.M.  

___________________________             

Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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