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: OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS :

: OF THE CITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS :

Council Chambers, Peoria, Illinois, September 11, 2007, a City Council Meeting was held this date at 6:18 P.M., at City Hall, Council Chambers, 419 Fulton Street, with Mayor Jim Ardis presiding.  

ROLL CALL

Roll call showed the following Council Members were physically present:  Gulley (arrived at 6:21 P.M.), Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears (arrived at 6:20 P.M.), Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;  Absent:  None.       
INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor Ardis requested a moment of silent prayer or silent reflection and he requested that Council Member Spears’ family be remembered due to the recent passing of Council Member Spears’ mother, Theresa.  Mayor Ardis then invited Boy Scout Troup #1 from Peoria Christian School, to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  

PROCLAMATIONS, COMMENDATIONS, ETC.
PROCLAMATION: 
WALK TO CURE DIABETES - September 16, 2007

PROCLAMATION:
DIVERSITY WEEK - September 16 - 22, 2007

PROCLAMATION: 
K of C TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE DAYS - September 21 - 22, 2007

PROCLAMATION: 
RECOVERY WALKS! 2007 - September 29, 2007

PROCLAMATION:
RECOGNITION of HENRY HOLLING for HIS YEARS OF SERVICE TO CATERPILLAR, INC., and to THE PEORIA COMMUNITY
MINUTES

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on August 28, 2007, as printed; seconded by Council Member Turner. 
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Van Auken, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
INTRODUCTION of NEWLY APPOINTED PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR
Mayor Ardis introduced newly appointed Director of Public Works David Barber.  Mayor Ardis said that current Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle would be retiring at the end of September 2007 and Mr. Barber would be serving as the new director.

PETITIONS, REMONSTRANCES & COMMUNICATIONS – CITY OF PEORIA

(07-486)
PUBLIC HEARING Regarding the Resolution for the Village of Peoria Heights, on a Tax Exempt Basis, to Finance and Refinance Facilities in Peoria for the Institute of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation by Issuing Capital Improvement Revenue Bonds in the Amount of $1,800,000.00.
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Council Member Nichting moved to open the Public Hearing regarding the Resolution for the Village of Peoria Heights, on a tax exempt basis, to finance and refinance facilities in Peoria for the Institute of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation by issuing Capital Improvement Revenue Bonds in the Amount of $1,800,000.00; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Motion to open the Public Hearing was approved by viva voce vote.

The Public Hearing opened at 6:45 P.M.

City Manager Randy Oliver explained this project was located in the City of Peoria.  He said under the Internal Revenue Code, entities which would not anticipate issuing more than $10,000,000 in tax exempt bonds could sell them as bank qualified, which would entitle them to a better rate.  He said this business entity had partnered with the Village of Peoria Heights to issue the bonds to obtain a better financial rate.  He further explained the City of Peoria was required to hold a Public Hearing.  
After the third call, Mayor Ardis determined that there were no citizens who wished to address the Council regarding this issue.

Council Member Nichting moved to close the Public Hearing regarding the Resolution for the Village of Peoria Heights, on a tax exempt basis, to finance and refinance facilities in Peoria for the Institute of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation by issuing Capital Improvement Revenue Bonds in the Amount of $1,800,000.00; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.
 
Motion to close the Public Hearing was approved by viva voce vote.

The Public Hearing closed at 6:47 P.M.

(07-487) Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 

Development Requesting Approval of a RESOLUTION Approving the Village of Peoria Heights, on a Tax Exempt Basis, to Finance and Refinance Facilities in Peoria for the INSTITUTE of PHYSICAL MEDICINE & REHABILITATION and by Issuing Capital Improvement Bonds in the Amount of $1,800,000.00.

Council Member Nichting moved to approve a Resolution approving the Village of Peoria Heights, on a tax exempt basis, to finance and refinance facilities in Peoria for the Institute of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation and by issuing Capital Improvement Bonds in the amount of $1,800,000.00; seconded by Council Member Turner.
RESOLUTION NO. 07-487 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
CONSIDERATION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS BY OMNIBUS VOTE, for the City of Peoria, with Recommendations as Outlined:
(07-488)
TAG DAY REQUEST from LIONS CLUB OF PEORIA to Hold Their ANNUAL CANDY DAY on FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2007, to Raise funds to Help the Blind, Visually Impaired, Deaf, and Hearing Impaired. (Dates are open.)
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(07-489)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of a PURCHASE of REAL ESTATE Located at 1800 W. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DRIVE, in the Amount of $20,000.00, as an Opportunity Acquisition for the Future Widening of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive.
(07-490)
Communication from the City Manager and Police Chief Requesting Approval of a ONE YEAR CONTRACT with ULTRAMAX AMMUNITION, in the Amount of $34,420.00, for the ANNUAL PURCHASE of RELOAD AMMUNITION Used for Training.
(07-491)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  *
Development Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Enter into a TIF REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT with FASTENAL and with Recommendation from the Heart of Peoria Commission to Approve a POLICY Regarding IMPROVING BUILDINGS, Subject to a TIF Redevelopment Agreement, CONSTRUCTED Prior to the Approval of the FORM-BASED CODE in the WAREHOUSE DISTRICT.
(07-492)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/Comptroller Requesting Approval of RESOLUTION NO. 07-492, Authorizing NAMED BANKS to HONOR CHECKS, DRAFTS, ETC., of the City of Peoria, Authorizing the City Treasurer, the City Manager, and Finance Director/ Comptroller to ACCEPT and RELEASE SECURITIES for SAFEKEEPING Held by a Third Party, and REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 03-709.
(07-493)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  **
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Authorizing and Providing for the ISSUE of NOT TO EXCEED $1,105,000 NORTH ALLEN ROAD INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BONDS, SERIES 2007-A, of the City of Peoria, Peoria County, for the PURPOSE of CONSTRUCTING IMPROVEMENTS on SAID ROADS, Pursuant to Special Assessments Proceedings Case No. 07-TX-189, Prescribing All the Details of Said Bonds, and Providing for the Collection, Segregation and Distribution of the Assessment Receipts.
(07-494)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/ Comptroller 
 ***
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending the CITY OF PEORIA BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the FUNDING of the NPDES PERMIT for the CITY'S COMBINED SEWER OUTFALLS (CSO) from the SEWER FUND BALANCE, in the Amount of $1,945,500.00.
(07-495)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting Approval of a SIDEWALK PARTICIPATION REQUEST for LINN TERRACE APARTMENTS, Located at 2112 - 2118 N. LINN STREET, in the Amount of $15,555.98.
(07-496)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel

 ****
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE at 619 S. W. WATER STREET (Parking Lot) for the SPORT CLUB OF PEORIA, INC., on SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2007.
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(07-497)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
 *****
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "G" (Restaurant with Beer & Wine Only) LIQUOR LICENSE for 3212 N. UNIVERSITY, with  Liquor Commission Recommendation to Approve.
(07-498)
APPOINTMENTS and REAPPOINTMENTS by Mayor Jim Ardis to the HEART OF PEORIA COMMISSION, with Recommendation to Concur:
APPOINTMENTS:

Carl Hammerl (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2008

Mark Misselhorn (Voting – Term Expires 6/30/2010

Julie Waldschmidt (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010
REAPPOINTMENTS:

Geoffrey A. Smith (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010

Patrick T. Sullivan (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010

Christopher J. Summers (Voting) - Term Expires 6/30/2010

(07-499)
REAPPOINTMENTS by Mayor Jim Ardis to the TRAFFIC COMMISSION, with Recommendation to Concur:


Mary Jane Crowell (Voting) – Term Expires 6/30/2010


John Haverhals (Voting) – Term Expires 6/30/2010


W. Joe Hudson (Voting) – Term Expires 6/30/2010

(07-500)
PEORIA CIVIC CENTER 2008 BUDGET - Year Ending 8/31/08, with Request 
 *****
to Receive and File.
 *
(07-501)
REPORT OF REGINALD A. WILLIS CITY TREASURER for the MONTH of JULY 2007, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
Mayor Ardis questioned if the Council wished to have any of the Consent Agenda items removed for further discussion. 

Council Member Nichting requested that Item No. 07-491 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Sandberg requested that Item Nos. 07-493, 07-494, and 07-500 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Jacob requested that Item Nos. 07-496 and 07-497 be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.

Council Member Turner moved to approve the Consent Agenda items as outlined in the Council Communications; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Item Nos. 07-488 through 07-501 (excluding Item Nos. 07-491, 07-493, 07-494, 07-496, 07-497, and 07-500 which were removed for further discussion) were approved by roll call vote under the Omnibus Vote Designation.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
SEPTEMBER 11, 2007                           CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                         28235
(07-491)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Economic 
  *
Development Requesting Authorization for the City Manager to Enter into a TIF REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT with FASTENAL and with Recommendation from the Heart of Peoria Commission to Approve a POLICY Regarding IMPROVING BUILDINGS, Subject to a TIF Redevelopment Agreement, CONSTRUCTED Prior to the Approval of the FORM-BASED CODE in the WAREHOUSE DISTRICT.
Council Member Nichting said he would be abstaining from discussion and voting due to his ownership of property in the Warehouse District.

Council Member Turner moved to authorize the City Manager to enter into a TIF Redevelopment Agreement with Fastenal and approve a Policy regarding improving buildings, subject to a TIF Redevelopment Agreement, constructed prior to the approval of the Form-Based Code in the Warehouse District; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;

Abstention: Nichting - 1.
(07-493)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
  **
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Authorizing and Providing for the ISSUE of NOT TO EXCEED $1,105,000 NORTH ALLEN ROAD INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BONDS, SERIES 2007-A, of the City of Peoria, Peoria County, for the PURPOSE of CONSTRUCTING IMPROVEMENTS on SAID ROADS Pursuant to Special Assessments Proceedings Case No. 07-TX-189, Prescribing All the Details of Said Bonds, and Providing for the Collection, Segregation and Distribution of the Assessment Receipts.
In discussion with Council Member Sandberg, Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said it was anticipated there would be a Special Assessment which would be repaid by the property owners, and the only way to achieve that was through issuing bonds.  He further explained how this was different from the Special Assessment Fund for Special Assessment projects.  

Council Member Sandberg moved to adopt the Ordinance authorizing and providing for the issue of not to exceed $1,105,000 North Allen Road Intersection Improvements Special Assessment Bonds, Series 2007-A, of the City of Peoria, Peoria County, for the purpose of constructing improvements on said roads pursuant to Special Assessments Proceedings Case No. 07-TX-189, prescribing all the details of said Bonds, and providing for the collection, segregation and distribution of the assessment receipts; seconded by Council Member Nichting.

ORDINANCE NO. 16,180 was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(07-494)
Communication from the City Manager and Finance Director/ Comptroller 
 ***
Requesting Adoption of an ORDINANCE Amending the CITY OF PEORIA BUDGET for FISCAL YEAR 2007 Relating to the FUNDING of the NPDES PERMIT for the CITY'S COMBINED SEWER OUTFALLS (CSO) from the SEWER FUND BALANCE, in the Amount of $1,945,500.00.
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In discussion with Council Member Sandberg, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle explained the Sanitary User Fee, which was City-wide, had paid for CSO in the past and this was also the source of the proposed funds.

Council Member Sandberg said the City had a $30 million liability to repair the sewers and he expressed concern that consultants for the CSO were being paid out of this fund. 

In discussion with Council Member Van Auken, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle explained a City-wide user fee was generated when the first CSO was being funded to pay for the CSO at that time. He said it was explained at that time the funding could be used for rehabilitation for the sanitary sewer system.  He said the rate was increased in 1997 to focus on rehabilitation.  He added that it was made very clear in the 1980’s that the funding would be used for the CSO, and when the rate was increased in 1997, it was felt that CSO funding was in the past, but the initial rate that was carried all the way through was intended for the CSO.

City Manager Oliver said he felt the CSO and sanitary sewer system were definitely linked because of overflow situations following a heavy rain storm.  

Council Member Sandberg said he felt this money was set aside to address sewer problems in Districts 1, 2 and 3 that had been known about since 1987. 

Council Member Nichting moved to adopt the Ordinance amending the City of Peoria Budget for Fiscal Year 2007 relating to the funding of the NPDES Permit for the City’s Combined Sewer Outfalls (CSO) from the Sewer Fund Balance, in the amount of $1,945,500.00; seconded by Council Member Gulley.
In discussion with Council Member Jacob, Director of Public Works Steve Van Winkle said the City Staff did not have the time or expertise to conduct this project in-house.

Council Member Van Auken questioned if there was another way to fund the CSO expenses. 

City Manager Oliver said the Council could elect to impose a different fee or revenue source, or reprogram existing capital projects.  He said if the proposed Ordinance was not adopted, the work being conducted by the contractor would need to be stopped, which would mean the City would not be able to meet the Federally mandated date of December 2008 for submission of 
the Long Term Control Plan.  He said this would result in the City being subjected to fines and penalties.
Council Member Manning moved for a substitute motion to adopt the Ordinance amending the City of Peoria Budget for Fiscal Year 2007 relating to the funding of the NPDES Permit for the City’s Combined Sewer Outfalls (CSO) from the Sewer Fund Balance, in the amount of $1,945,500.00, with a stipulation that once a funding mechanism had been decided by this Council or a future Council that the money would be returned to the Sewer Fund balance; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Council Member Nichting expressed concern regarding the motion because he did not feel this Council could obligate a future Council.  

Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said, from a Legal standpoint, if another funding source wasn’t found, the City could not sue itself for not proceeding as directed.  
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Substitute motion to adopt the Ordinance amending the City of Peoria Budget for Fiscal Year 2007 relating to the funding of the NPDES Permit for the City’s Combined Sewer Outfalls (CSO) from the Sewer Fund Balance, in the amount of $1,945,500.00, with a stipulation that once a funding mechanism had been decided by this Council or a future Council that the money would be returned to the Sewer Fund balance was DEFEATED by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Spain, Spears, Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 6;

Nays:
Jacob, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Turner – 5

City Manager Randy Oliver explained the motion was defeated because this item was a Budget amendment and all Budget amendments needed to be approved by a super-majority vote.
Motion to adopt ORDINANCE NO. 16,181 amending the City of Peoria Budget for Fiscal Year 2007 relating to the funding of the NPDES Permit for the City’s Combined Sewer Outfalls (CSO) from the Sewer Fund Balance, in the amount of $1,945,500.00 was  approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Turner, Mayor Ardis – 8;

Nays:
Sandberg, Spears, Van Auken - 3.
(07-496) Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
****
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "H" (Temporary Outdoor) LIQUOR LICENSE at 619 S. W. WATER STREET (Parking Lot) for the SPORT CLUB OF PEORIA, INC., on SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2007.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Turner moved to approve an application for a Class “H" (Temporary Outdoor) Liquor License at 619 S. W. Water Street (Parking Lot) for the Sport Club of Peoria, Inc., on Saturday, October 6, 2007; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10

Nays:
None;

Abstentions:
Jacob – 1.
(07-497) Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel 
*****
Requesting Approval of an APPLICATION for a CLASS "G" (Restaurant with Beer & Wine Only) LIQUOR LICENSE for 3212 N. UNIVERSITY, with  Liquor Commission Recommendation to Approve.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Turner moved to approve an application for a Class "G" (Restaurant with Beer & Wine Only) Liquor License for 3212 N. University; seconded by Council Member Spain.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10

Nays:
None;

Abstentions:
Jacob – 1.
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(07-500)
PEORIA CIVIC CENTER 2008 BUDGET - Year Ending 8/31/08, with Request 
 *****
to Receive and File.
 *
Council Member Sandberg questioned if there was an itemized budget document available for the public to view.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to Peoria Civic Center General Manager Debbie Ritschel.

Ms. Debbie Ritschel, General Manager of the Peoria Civic Center, explained there was an internal document that was significantly longer than the one prepared for the City Council.  She said her Staff would be available to review the itemized document with members of the Council.  She added the document received by the Council was the public document.  
In discussion, Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said he would need to look into this matter further.  He said the Statute creating the Civic Center required that their annual Budget be placed on file with the City Clerk.  He said he was not prepared to give a legal opinion whether or not the document before the Council satisfied that requirement.
General Manager Ritschel further explained the itemized budget was considered a budget between the Civic Center Authority and SMG.  She said she would also like to talk to Civic Center Attorney Stuckel regarding this issue.

Council Member Sandberg questioned operational costs, total non-operating revenues (expenses), and HRA tax allocations and revenues, and Civic Center Finance Director Shaun Schoonover provided an explanation.  
In discussion with Council Member Sandberg regarding the Civic Center’s unbalanced budget, Corporation Counsel Randy Ray said the Civic Center was not a taxing body so part of the City’s budgetary constraints pertained to the levies.  He said he would need to review this situation further regarding being unbalanced.

Following further discussion, Council Member Nichting moved to receive and file the Peoria Civic Center 2008 Budget; seconded by Council Member Montelongo.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
Sandberg - 1.
(07-502)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Public Works Requesting that the City Council Approve the Following and Requesting that the City Manager be Authorized to Execute the Documents:

A.
SUPPLEMENTAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT for PIONEER PARKWAY EXTENSION PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING SERVICES with CRAWFORD, MURPHY, and TILLY, INC. (CMT), in an Amount Not to Exceed $302,255.00 to Complete Preliminary Engineering and Obtain Design Approval for the Project;

Council Member Nichting moved to approve the Supplemental Professional Services Agreement for Pioneer Parkway Extension Preliminary Engineering Services with Crawford, Murphy, and Tilly, Inc. (CMT), in an amount not to exceed $302,255.00 to complete preliminary engineering and obtain design approval for the project; seconded by Council Member Turner.
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Motion to approve the Supplemental Professional Services Agreement for Pioneer Parkway Extension Preliminary Engineering Services with Crawford, Murphy, and Tilly, Inc. (CMT), in an amount not to exceed $302,255.00 to complete preliminary engineering and obtain design approval for the project, was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
B.
LOCAL AGENCY AMENDMENT #1 for FEDERAL PARTICIPATION with the ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT of TRANSPORTATION (IDOT) to Request 80% Federal Funding and 20% City Funding for the Preliminary Engineering Amendment;

Council Member Nichting moved to approve a Local Agency Amendment #1 for Federal participation with the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) to request 80% Federal funding and 20% City funding for the preliminary engineering amendment; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
C.
MFT RESOLUTION, in the Amount of $46,663.00, to Provide the 20% City Funding.
Council Member Nichting moved to approve an MFT Resolution, in the amount of $46,663.00, to provide the 20% City funding; seconded by Council Member Turner.
MFT RESOLUTION NO. 07-502-C was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
(07-503)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Regarding an APPLICATION for a CLASS "C-5" (Gas Station w/Package Liquor) LIQUOR LICENSE for 3124 N. PROSPECT, with Liquor Commission's Recommendation to DENY.
Council Member Jacob said he would be abstaining from voting on this item because he was a liquor licensee and was prohibited from voting on liquor related matters by State Statute 235 ILCS 5/6-2.

Council Member Manning moved to concur with the recommendation from the Liquor 

Commission to DENY an application for a Class “C-5” (Gas Station w/Package Liquor) Liquor License for 3124 N. Prospect; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Motion to DENY an application for a Class “C-5” (Gas Station w/Package Liquor) Liquor License for 3124 N. Prospect was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None;
Abstentions:
Jacob – 1.
28240                       CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                             SEPTEMBER 11, 2007 
(07-504)
Communication from the City Manager and Director of Equal Opportunity Office Requesting Approval to ENHANCE MINORITY PARTICIPATION on CITY CONTRACTS by Adopting ONE of the FOLLOWING OPTIONS A, B, or C, as Outlined. (Refer to Item Nos. 07-318 and 07-447)
Council Member Montelongo moved to defer this item until the October 9, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Turner.
Motion to defer this item until the October 9, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Nichting, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 11;

Nays:
None.
Council Member Nichting left the meeting at 7:38 P.M.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(07-484)
Communication from the City Manager and Corporation Counsel Regarding a PRESENTATION by ARTSPARTNERS with Request to Authorize the City Manager to Execute an AMENDMENT to the 1996 INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT Between the City of Peoria and the PEORIA CIVIC CENTER AUTHORITY Pertaining to FUNDING of ARTSPARTNERS.

Council Member Manning said an open meeting would be held on Friday and he moved to defer this item until the October 9, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Van Auken.

Motion to defer this item until the October 9, 2007, Regular City Council Meeting was approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
NEW BUSINESS

COMMENTS Regarding the 2008 CIP BUDGET and HOW BUDGET PRIORITIES WERE DETERMINED
Council Member Jacob referred to the CIP Budget for 2008 and he requested information regarding what the next steps would be in the process.

City Manager Randy Oliver said he submitted a list of the various projects to Council unranked so the Council could determine if all the projects they were interested in were on the list.  He said Staff would proceed to go through and establish administrative priorities for making a recommendation to Council.  He said this information would be provided to the Council and then Council would list their priorities for the CIP budget.  He said in discussion there would be many projects on the list that the City would be unable to fund.  

Finance Director/Comptroller Jim Scroggins discussed the criteria that was used to rank the projects.  He said there was a CIP Committee who rated and ranked each project and then available funds were reviewed.  He said this information would be brought back to Council in the near future.
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In discussion with Council Member Jacob regarding when the preferences of Council were considered, Finance Director/Comptroller Jim Scroggins explained Departments ranked their own projects and the Committee used their rankings as a portion of the weight. He said the goal was to definitely include Council priorities.  
Council Member Jacob expressed concern that the system would be set up to require huge increases in property taxes or fees, which he did not want to happen.  He requested that these comments be taken into consideration as the 2008 Budget was crafted.
City Manager Randy Oliver said he intended to bring forward a balanced budget on existing revenues and the Council would make decisions regarding modification, substitutions, or other changes to the 2008 Budget.  

Mayor Ardis encouraged Council Members to express their desires for projects to the City Manager soon.

(07-505)
REQUEST for a REPRESENTATIVE from the ILLINOIS AMERICAN WATER COMPANY to ATTEND a COUNCIL MEETING to EXPLAIN THEIR PROPOSED 20% WATER RATE INCREASE.
Council Member Manning referred to news articles regarding water usage rate increases of 20%, which was being sought by Illinois American Water Company.  He said a rate increase was no surprise because during due diligence two years ago when the City was attempting to make a decision whether or not to purchase the water company, Illinois American Water Company had indicated there would be an 8% rate increase.  He expressed concern regarding an increase of 20%, which was significant, and 20% far exceeded their average increase of approximately 13%.
Council Member Manning requested City Manager Randy Oliver and Corporation Counsel Randy Ray contact a representative from the Illinois American Water Company and request that they come before the Council to explain the proposed rate increase.

Mayor Ardis said he agreed and he requested that a representative from Illinois American Water Company attend a Council Meeting when there was a light agenda.

ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding ILLINOIS RIVER SWEEP on SEPTEMBER 15, 2007
Council Member Spain said the City would be hosting an Illinois River Sweep event for clean-up activities this Saturday, September 15, 2007, beginning at 8:00 A.M. until 12:00 noon at the Forrest Park Nature Center.  He invited available citizens to participate in this community-wide event.
ANNOUNCEMENT Regarding ETHNIC FEST and BLACK EXPO 
Mayor Ardis announced that an Ethnic Fest and Black Expo would be held this weekend at the Peoria Civic Center.  He said many groups would be showcasing their heritages, cultures, and favorite foods. 
PRESENTATIONS
(07-506)
Communication from the City Manager and Assistant City Manager Regarding a PRESENTATION by the SIX SIGMA HAZMAT INSPECTION PROJECT TEAM, with Recommendation to Receive and File.
28242                       CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                             SEPTEMBER 11, 2007 
Six Sigma Black Belt Chris Setti gave a presentation regarding the Project HazMat.  He explained how it was determined this project was selected as a Six Sigma project, the goal statement, the HazMat Inspections Process Map, how to determine if customer demands were being met, causes why customers needs were not being met, how to improve the process, options and requirements, and steps that would be taken to ensure the process would be a continuing success.
Mayor Ardis indicated that Staff would be bringing a proposed Ordinance to the Council within 30 to 45 days.

Discussion was held regarding some of the points regarding the process and Mayor Ardis indicated further discussion would be held when the proposed Ordinance came before the City Council.
Council Member Montelongo moved to receive and file the presentation; seconded by Council Member Jacob.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner, 

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
CITIZEN REQUESTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
(07-507)    
Request for CITIZENS to ADDRESS the CITY COUNCIL Regarding VARIOUS ISSUES.

Hearing no objections, Mayor Ardis granted Privilege of the Floor to those citizens wishing to 
address the City Council.
Mr. Burt Raabe, a Peoria citizen, expressed concern regarding the proposed expansion of the 4:00 A.M. Liquor License boundaries.  He expressed concern regarding public safety if more 4:00 A.M. bars were open.  He also said he felt the suggestion for the additional bars to have a 4:00 A.M. license would segregate the City.  
Pastor Harvey Burnett, Executive Director of Peoria Association of Pastors for Community and Spiritual Renewal, discussed his request for financial assistance from the City of Peoria in the amount of $2,500 to hold Peoria’s first Pastor’s Gun Exchange Event.  He said he felt another $2,500 would be raised from private donations and the capital raised would be used to purchase gift cards from local grocery stores.  He said the guns would be exchanged for gift cards on a “No Questions Asked” basis.

Ms. Lavetta Ricca, President of Olde Towne South Neighborhood Association, explained that a fundraiser was currently being organized by the Neighborhood Alliance to assemble a cookbook containing recipes of elected and other public officials of Peoria.  She said several officials had responded, but additional response was needed as soon as possible.  She thanked City Clerk Mary Haynes for her assistance and requested that additional recipes be forwarded to City Clerk Mary Haynes.

Mr. Leo Ghantous, Attorney and owner of over 300 apartment units located in Peoria, expressed concern regarding how his Housing Court case had been handled and the manner in which he was treated.  He requested that the City make sure that these proceedings be recorded and subject to review by a higher entity.  
SEPTEMBER 11, 2007                           CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS                         28243
Mayor Ardis requested that Assistant City Manager Craig Whitehead meet with Mr. Ghantous following the Council Meeting to obtain more details regarding this issue.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
(07-508)
REQUESTING APPROVAL of a MOTION for the CITY COUNCIL to go into 

EXECUTIVE SESSION to Discuss 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent.
Council Member Montelongo moved for the Council to go into Executive Session to Discuss 2(c)(11)  Litigation, when an action against, affecting, or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that such an action is probable or imminent; seconded by Council Member Manning.
Approved by roll call vote.

Yeas:
Gulley, Jacob, Manning, Montelongo, Sandberg, Spain, Spears, Turner,   

Van Auken, Mayor Ardis – 10;

Nays:
None.
ADJOURNMENT
Council Member Spears moved to adjourn the Regular City Council Meeting; seconded by Council Member Gulley.         
Approved by viva voce vote.

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 8:45 P. M.  
___________________________

Mary L. Haynes, MMC, City Clerk
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